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trial release practices throughout the 
country frequently result in the un-
just, unnecessary, expensive, and pro-
longed detention of many individuals 
prior to trial.

“As chief defenders whose staff repre-
sent indigent clients across our nation, 
we call upon ourselves and our de-
fender staff, prosecutors, judges, pre-
trial release officers and policymakers 
to continue reform of pretrial release 
practices, with a new commitment in 
our nation to ensure that pretrial re-
lease is indeed the norm.” 

The ACCD’s Policy Statement on Fair 
and Effective Pretrial Justice Practices 
outlines key steps for defenders, pros-
ecutors, judges, pretrial release offices 
and policymakers and contains four 
recommendations: 

• Examine pretrial release practices to 
identify key areas of improvement

• Identify and implement national 
standards and best practices

 

• Collaborate with criminal justice 
stakeholders to improve pretrial practices

• Develop effective pretrial litigation 
strategies 

Communities can lower their jail 
costs while ensuring that only those 
who pose significant risks of flight or 
danger are detained, by relying on ev-
idence-based assessments of risk. 

“Pretrial detention has harsh conse-
quences, including the loss of jobs, 
homes, and family ties. Research re-
veals that, all other factors being equal, 
individuals who are detained prior to 
trial experience more severe ultimate 
outcomes,” said Jo-Ann Wallace, 
president and CEO of the National 
Legal Aid & Defender Association. 
“The heavy reliance by many upon 
monetary bond as a pretrial release 
condition disproportionately affects 
the poor and minorities, undermines 
the concept of justice in America and 
wastes limited state and local govern-
ment revenue.”

“I commend the ACCD and the Na-
tional Legal Aid & Defender Associa-
tion for their call to reform our na-
tion’s pretrial justice systems,” said 
Timothy J. Murray, executive direc-
tor, Pretrial Justice Institute. “These 
justice professionals know all too well 
of the inequities, waste and dangers of 
our current cash-based bail systems.  
Today in America, more people are in 
jail because they cannot afford to pay 
their bail-bond than for any other rea-
son. Ironically, the overwhelming ma-
jority of these individuals will not be 
sentenced to jail or prison once their 
cases are resolved. ACCD’s strategy 
for fair, effective and rational justice 
comes at a time when taxpayers are 
demanding better use of public dol-
lars to assure public safety and justice. 
ACCD’s Public Policy on Pretrial Jus-
tice provides a blueprint for that as-
surance while providing equal justice 
for all.”  n

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder (center) is on the same page with the American Council of Chief Defenders on pretrial detention reform. 
Holder poses with (from left) Jo-Ann Wallace, NLADA president and CEO; Edward Monahan, chairman of the ACCD;  
Holder; Avis E. Buchanan, director of the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia; and Timothy Young, vice chairman of the ACCD.

In each issue:
Insightful Commentary

Top experts deliver reports on 
what is currently impacting the 
field.

Special Report

In-depth analysis of recent 
Supreme Court Cases as well 
as a range of defender and civil 
legal aid topics. 

Upcoming Training

An Advertisement in Cornerstone will:

•	 Provide your organization with direct access to nearly
13,000 civil legal aid and public defense professionals,
bar association leaders and staff, private practice attorneys, 
judges, law school clinicians, law fellows and private 
citizens who support the National Legal Aid & Defender 
Association (NLADA) and its mission of ensuring 
equal justice for all.

•	 Be seen all over the 50 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Micronesia.

A glimpse of upcoming seminars, workshops, conferences and 
training sessions for public defender and legal aid professionals.



equal justice for the low-income community.
Since many of the issues covered in Cornerstone have far reaching 
implications and are timeless in impact and importance, the publi-
cation has a long shelf life of up to several years, giving your ad-
vertisement the maximum continued exposure to the professionals 
who need your products and services.
Closing Dates/Materials Deadlines
Closing: January 22, 2016 	 Materials: February 5, 2016
Closing: April 8, 2016   	 Materials: April 22, 2016
Closing: August 19, 2016	 Materials: August 26, 2016
Technical Requirements and Specifications
1.	 Advetisers should submit ads in a digital format on compact disk (CD) or by email.  

A PC platform is required.  The preferred digital ad format for advertising in Corner-
stone is a high resolution PDF file, with fonts embedded.  Live (design) files in InDe-
sign are also accepted, but the ad file must be packaged to include all graphics and 
fonts used in the ad. TIFF, JPG, EPS formats are preferred for graphics.  All graphics 
should be in high resolution, at least 600 dpi (dots per inch), as lower resolution will 
cause the elements in the ad to become blurred and/or pixelated.

2.	 NLADA will not accept advertisements in Microsoft Word or other word processor 
programs.

3.	 Black/White proofs or laser printouts must accompany all ads.
4.	 Alterations on original advertising copy can be made on some ads at the request of 

the advertiser or to meet mechanical requirements of the publications.  Additional 
charges will be levied for these services at NLADA’s standard rates.

5.	 Please see contract for exact dimensions.

Legal services ‘heroes’ 
come together at 2011 
Equal Justice Conference

American Bar  
Association and  
NLADA hold  
successful event

By all accounts, the 2011 Equal Jus-
tice Conference was a solid success, 
as more than 700 legal services profes-
sionals visited Las Vegas for a powerful 
three-day gathering of workshops, ple-
nary sessions and networking to pro-
mote professional development and 
brainstorm ways to meet the growing 
demand for legal representation.

Among the highlights, New York 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman gave 
an impassioned speech on the obliga-
tion of the judiciary to increase access 
to justice; NLADA President and 
CEO Jo-Ann Wallace unveiled the 
organization’s “Blueprint for Justice: 
Rethink. Retool. Rebuild.” to create a 
strategic vision of an equal justice sys-
tem; and Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada Executive Director Barbara 
Buckley encouraged her peers to find 
ways tell their stories to the public.

Speaking at the conference’s opening 
plenary session, Buckley said commu-
nicating to the public how legal aid 
organizations are making a positive 
difference in the lives of vulnerable 
children and families can help provide 
the financial support that they des-
perately need. She said the Legal Aid 
Center of Southern Nevada has bene-
fited from pro bono support from the 
public relations firm that brought the 
world the famous slogan, “What hap-
pens in Vegas stays in Vegas.” 

“Don’t be afraid to ask for help,” she 
said, encouraging her peers to iden-
tify local public relations firms that 
can help them tell their equal justice 
stories to the public.

‘You are my heroes’ 

Nevada Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Michael L. Douglas welcomed 
the gathering by reminding them of 
the difficult times that people are fac-
ing across the nation and in Clark 
County, Nevada, which includes Las 
Vegas and a population of two mil-
lion. He said the American dream is 
being destroyed for many families in 
Clark County and the United States, 
and that they need civil legal services 
attorneys more than ever. 

“You are my heroes,” Chief Justice 
Douglas said. “You’ve come here to 
learn, and you’ve come here to re-
charge your batteries. Keep doing 
what you do for the people of your 
community and the people of the 
United States.”

The Equal Justice Conference is 
sponsored by the American Bar As-
sociation and the National Legal Aid 
& Defender Association and was held 
this year at the Las Vegas Hilton. It 
was a return to the conference for 
NLADA, which did not participate in 
last year’s conference in Phoenix af-
ter Arizona passed its draconian im-
migration law. 

A harmonious spirit prevailed at this 
year’s conference, however, as 81 

Kelly Scott Flood of the ABA; Steve Scudder, 
counsel for the ABA Standing Committee on 
Pro Bono and Public Service; Ellen Lawton, 
recipient of the NLADA Innovations in Equal 
Justice Award for her medical-legal partner-
ship work; and Don Saunders, NLADA vice 
president for Civil Legal Services.

NLADA president and CEO Jo-Ann Wallace 
talks with New York Chief Judge Jonathan 
Lippman after the judge’s powerful speech at 
the Equal Justice conference.

Legal services ‘heroes’ come together at 
2011 Equal Justice Conference

Published three times a year, 
Cornerstone serves as an
information wellspring for 
civil legal aid and public 
defense professionals in the 
equal justice community. 
For more than 30 years, this 
publication has covered top-
ics important to advocates in 
both the defender and civil 
legal aid fields. It provides 
these professionals with the 
latest information, trends and 
theories concerning access to 



For more information about advertising in Cornerstone, contact us
Phone: 	Carol Ponce, 202-452-0620 ext. 228
Email: 	 Carol Ponce, c.ponce@nlada.org
Mail: 	 NLADA Cornerstone 
	 1901 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 500
	 Washington, DC 20006

Billing

Cornerstone is published three times per year. First-time advertisers must pay in 
advance of their first insertion.  All subsequent advertisements will be invoiced 
upon publication and are due net 30 days of invoice.  All accounts not paid in full 
within 30 days of the date of invoice are subject to a finance charge of 1.5 percent 
per month.
Advertisers with invoices more than 30 days outstanding will not be permitted 
to place advertisements in Cornerstone until outstanding payments are made.  
All advertisers with histories of delinquent accounts will be required to pay in 
advance until NLADA determines otherwise.

Cancellation & Changes

All space cancellations or changes must be received in writing 30 days prior to the 
space closing date for each issue.  The publisher must confirm changes in writing.
If copy/instruction changes are not received by the space-closing deadline, the 
advertisement will run according to its previously confirmed specifications, and 
the advertiser will be responsible for payment.  Copy changes will only be rec-
ognized via written confirmation from the advertiser subject to the publisher’s 
approval.  Questions regarding copy and mechanical specifications should be 
directed to NLADA.  NLADA must be made aware of any concerns with the 
printing of an ad within 20 calendar days from date of invoice.
NLADA, at its discretion, may reject advertising at any time and for any reason. 

Other Services

NLADA can assist you with the following changes to your materials: type chang-
es, key codes, strip-ins or other mechanical adjustments as well as ad design and 
production.  Charges for these production services are at NLADA’s standard 
rates.


