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WHAT HAPPENED?
FEDERAL TITLE IV-E POLICY CHANGE

Allison Green, JD, CWLS
Legal Director
National Association of Counsel for 
Children





Title IV-E

Back Then..



Research 
Shows High-
Quality Legal 

Representation
Makes a 

Difference

• Prevents the need for 
removal

• Expedites timelines to 
permanency 

• Promotes engagement in 
case planning, services, and 
court hearings 

• Increases rates of kinship 
placement 

• Yields cost savings for 
government agencies



Growing Body of 
Data & Research 

Common 
Sense

Aligns with Values



Title IV-E

Today…



Additional 
Updates • Tribal Representation is included (Q/A 

8.1B #31)

• Costs of multidisciplinary representation 
are included, including paralegals, peer 
partners, social workers and investigators 
( Q/A 8.1B #32)

• Office support staff and overhead are 
included ( Q/A 8.1B #32)

• June 2020 White House Executive Order 
reiterates commitment to high-quality 
legal representation/ Title IV-E 
opportunity



Title IV-E Financing Math 101

Quarterly Cost of Children & 
Parents Legal Representation 
X
50% Sample State Title IV-E 
Penetration Rate  
X
50% Title  IV-E admin rate 
reimbursement
_____________________

75% 
match for 
training 

costs

Sample:

$1000 state dollars
X.50 X.5 =

______________
$250 federal dollars



How Might Title IV-E Funding Elevate 
the Quality of Legal Representation?

Hiring to ensure 
reasonable 
caseloads

Elevating 
salaries to 
attract and 

retain top talent

Promoting 
multi-

disciplinary 
models of 
practice

Building in 
assurances of 
quality, e.g. 
certification 

and standards 
of practice 

Expanding 
representation 
to all stages of 

the process



Civil legal as 
primary prevention

Legal rep. 
during CPS 

investigation

Pre-petition 
(after 

removal)

Dependency 
proceedings 

Appeals

Legal Advocacy at All Stages



Themes & Challenges

Continuing Focus Amid Public Health Crisis

Alignment with Family First Implementation

New - and Unexpected? - Partners

"Building an Airplane While Flying It"

Maintenance of Effort

Evaluation & Outcomes



UPDATES AND TECHNICAL 
GUIDANCE
David Kelly
Special Assistant to the Associate 
Commissioner
U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services, Children’s Bureau



July 2020
Technical 
Guidance 

U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services, Children’s Bureau
Technical Bulletin (July 2020)

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/def
ault/files/cb/technical_bulletin_fa
q_legal_representation.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/technical_bulletin_faq_legal_representation.pdf


INSIGHTS FROM THE FIELD



Title IV-E funding for Legal Representation in 
Clark County, presented by

Barbara Buckley



Children’s Attorneys Project

www.lacsn.org

https://www.lacsnprobono.org/resou
rces-and-training/childrens-

attorneys-project/

https://www.lacsnprobono.org/resources-and-training/childrens-attorneys-project/


• CAP started twenty years ago when there was no independent
representation for children.

• Today, we represent 6,000 children a year and 3,600 at any given point in
time with 26 attorneys and 350 pro bono attorneys (72% of the state).

• Our office provides high-quality representation to children and won the
inaugural “Best Children’s Law Office Award from the National
Association of Counsel for Children.” But we can always do better!

• Excited at this new opportunity.

• Title IV-E agency, State of Nevada Department of Family Services
(DCFS) and our office collaborated on this new opportunity

• Rolling application - Our State’s application:
http://dcfs.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dcfsnvgov/content/Programs/GMU/Title%20IV-
E%20Reimbursement%20Program%20for%20Legal%20Services%20Application%
204.9.20.pdf

http://dcfs.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dcfsnvgov/content/Programs/GMU/Title%20IV-E%20Reimbursement%20Program%20for%20Legal%20Services%20Application%204.9.20.pdf


Priorities for us: Improving outcomes and safety while in care.

• Clearing children on waitlist

• Reducing caseloads

• Engaging in pre-petition advocacy to prevent children from entering foster
care (perhaps through brand new minor guardianship project?)

• Progress: two attorneys hired; waitlist reduced by 70 children.



Joanne Moore
Director

Washington State Office of Public Defense
Joanne.moore@opd.wa.gov
https://www.opd.wa.gov/

https://www.opd.wa.gov/


https://familyjusticeinitiative.org/

https://familyjusticeinitiative.org/


https://familyjusticeinitiative.org/iv-e-funding/

https://familyjusticeinitiative.org/iv-e-funding/


OTHER FUNDING SOURCES
Karen Ann Lash
Director, Practitioner-in-Residence
The Justice in Government Project, 
American University 



A few other state-administered federal funds 
that can support at-risk families’ civil legal 
needs:

1. Victims of Crime Act Victim Assistance Formula Grant (VOCA) 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)

2. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

3. CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
U.S. Department of the Treasury



! Grants Matrix:  https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/module-2.cfm
! VOCA & Legal Aid FAQs: https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/grant-faqs.cfm
! TANF & Legal Aid FAQs: https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/grant-faqs.cfm
! MIE Journal article, Civil Legal Aid Funding in the Time of COVID-19: 

https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/upload/mie_summer2020_funding-in-the-time-of-covid-19.pdf

https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/module-2.cfm
https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/grant-faqs.cfm
https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/grant-faqs.cfm
https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/upload/mie_summer2020_funding-in-the-time-of-covid-19.pdf


Learn More

NACC’s Title IV-E Policy Update Page:
https://www.naccchildlaw.org/page/TitleIVforLeg
alRepresentation

Family Justice Initiative:
https://familyjusticeinitiative.org

https://www.naccchildlaw.org/page/TitleIVforLegalRepresentation
https://familyjusticeinitiative.org/


Q & A

“Sir, I have a question that’s lunch-related.”



THANK YOU!

Allison Green, JD, CWLS
Legal Director

National Association of Counsel for Children
Allison.Green@NACCchildlaw.org

www.NACCchildlaw.org

Joanne Moore
Director

Washington State Office of Public Defense
joanne.moore@opd.wa.gov
https://www.opd.wa.gov/

Karen Ann Lash
Director

The Justice in Government Project
American University

KLash@american.edu
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David Kelly
Special Assistant to the Associate Commissioner

HHS Children’s Bureau
David.Kelly@acf.hhs.gov

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb

Christopher Buerger
Counsel, Civil Legal Services

National Legal Aid & Defender Association
c.buerger@nlada.org

NLADA.org

Barbara Buckley
Executive Director

Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada
Bbuckley@lacsn.org

https://www.lacsn.org/


