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Brief Description: 
Medical-legal partnerships can be found at almost 200 sites across the country including 

public hospitals, federally qualified health center, and children’s hospitals.  MLPs offer a 

unique interdisciplinary experience for lawyers, but many questions regarding ethics and 

confidentiality can arise.  This session will discuss the ethical issues that arise when 

practicing law in a health care setting from reaching an agreement with general counsel to 

communicating with doctors. 
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Topical Outline: 
 

I. Introduction to MLP Theory and Model   

a. How an MLP Works 

i. Direct Legal Services 

ii. Systemic Advocacy 

iii. Training and Education 

b. Role of Lawyer 

i. Legal Services  

ii. Non-Profit Legal Organizations 

iii. Pro Bono Law Firms and Attorneys 

c. Role of Medical Providers and Medical Staff 

i. Medical “Champions” 

ii. Hospitals / Health Clinics 

iii. Residents and Medical Students 

d. Other Partners 

 

II. Compliance with HIPAA Privacy and Security Requirements 

a. MLPs formed as a Part of Existing Legal Aid Offices 

b. MLPs formed as Non-Profits Not Associated with a Legal Aid Office 

c. MLPs established by a Hospital  

 

III. Communications with MLP Partners 

a. Health Care Providers 

i. Making a Referral 

ii. Case Updates and Feedback Loop 

b. Pro Bono Volunteers 

i. Client Conflicts 

ii. “Shadowing” Doctors and Medical Staff 

c. Interpreters 

d. Email Communication Issues 

 

IV. Consent Forms and Disclosures 

a. Release of Medical Information 

i. Intake 

ii. Referral to Pro Bono Law Firm / Attorney 

b. Release of Legal Information 

c. Defining the Scope of Legal Representation 

 

V. Other Issues 

a. Mandated Reporting 

b. Conflicts with the Patient’s Family Members 

 

VI. McDermott Will & Emery  

a. Ethics / Confidentiality Project with MLP Boston 

b. MLP Site Case Consultations 

c. Physician Liability 

 



VII. Case Studies and Examples 

 

 

Notes:  The workshop will be a facilitated discussion.  Audience members are 

encouraged to ask questions throughout the presentation. 
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