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Brief History

Access to Justice [ATY Board: The ATJ Board was esicblished in 1994 by the Washington Slate
Supreme Court on the recommendaofion of the Washington State Bar Associafion Bogrd of Gov-
ernors. Recognizing that access fo the civiljuslice system is a fundamental right, the ATJ 8oard
works to achieve equal aceess for persons facing economic and other significant barriers to full
and meaningful access to the juslice syslem. The AT) Board currenily oversees twelve standing
commitiees as wel as specially-focused committees and task forces, all of which work io
achieve the mission established in the Supreme Court's enabling Crder, the latest version of
which can be found at: hitp:/iwww wsba.org/alj/board/2000order.him The ATJ Board is ad-
ministered by the Washinglon Siate Bar Association. For more information see hitp://

www wsba.org/al.

impedimenis to Access to Justice Commitfee: n 1996, the ATJ Board established the Systems
impediments to Access fo Justice Committee. To avoid duplcation of efforts, in 2000 the ATJ
Board consolidated is Siatus Impediments Committee and Sysiems impediments Commitiee
inlo one sianding commitiee, The Impediments fo Access to Jusfice Commitiee. The impedi-
ments Commiltee was and is charged with identifying and developing strategies to overcome
legislative, administrative, and judicial rules, pracfices and procedures and conditions as well as
architectural, structural and design sifuations and conditions that create or act as barriers or
that exacerbale existing barriers lo civil access to justice for low and moderate income and
other vulnerable persons in Washingion Siate. Addifionally, the Commitice was and is charged
with developing new sirategies o expand opportunities for low and moderate income and
other vulnerable persons in Washingion fo obilain full and meaningful access to the civiljustice
systemn. Throughout ifs existence, this aclive and important Commitiee has had an ongoing
evolution as o variely of both exisling and developing issues have been and condinue to be
recognized and addressed. Inrecent years the Impedimenis Commitiee has subsianiically fo-
cused ifs efforts on addressing barriers fo the justice system for people with disabllities.




