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Brief Description: This workshop will spotlight out-of-the-ordinary models for involving 
attorneys in pro bono.  Models will include pro bono attorneys assisting domestic violence 
survivors in employment matters and assisting crime victims in upholding their rights.  
Come and be inspired to develop your own inventive pro bono project to address clients’ 
unmet needs. 
 



Topical Outline: 
 

I. “Out of the ordinary” models of pro bono involvement. 
a. Victims’ rights programs. 
b. Employment law assistance for survivors of domestic violence 
c. Truancy intervention project 
 

II. Reasons to develop a non-traditional pro bono project/initiative? 
a. Client needs 

i. Take a more holistic look at and approach to serving needs 
ii. Is a piece of the client services puzzle missing? 

b. Tap into an underutilized attorney resource 
i. Volunteers on panel that don’t get involved because lack of 

substantive expertise 
ii. Appeal to different personal interests (children, domestic violence, 

etc.) 
 

III. What are the challenges? 
a. Training volunteers when there is little existing expertise in the legal 

community, e.g. victims’ rights 
b. Building partnerships and groundwork before launching a project 
c. Finding the time to start something new 
 

IV. What are the rewards? 
a. Serving client needs that previously went unmet 
b. Educating attorneys and the broader community about an issue 
c. Involving attorneys in pro bono who previously did not get involved 
 

Notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


