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Brief Description:  The participants will describe how local access to justice 
committees and local pro bono committees, based on state judicial districts, are used 
in Florida, Indiana, Colorado, and New Mexico to encourage increased pro bono 
service and access to justice throughout the state. 
      The objective of this session is to enable participants to (1) learn now local access 
and pro bono committees have proved to be increasingly successful as a means of 
providing inclusive, high quality legal services to the disadvantaged (2) learn how to 
establish a network of local access to justice or pro bono committees in their states, 
and (3) appreciate the importance of involving judges in local committees. 
 
 
 

 
Topical Outline: 
 

I. Long-Term Goals of State Judicial District Committees 
a. Assuring access to justice, pro bono in all parts of the state 
b. Developing leaders throughout the state 
c. Tailoring projects to meet local needs 
d. Specific examples 

1. Florida 
2. Indiana 
3. Colorado 
4. New Mexico 

 
II. Getting Started 

a. Supreme Court rule – Florida, Indiana 
b. Ten-step Plan – New Mexico 
c. Agreement Between Supreme Court, bar association – Colorado 
d. Specifics 

1. Judge as committee chair -- Indiana 
2. Model charter – Colorado 
3. Inviting participation by local lawyers, judges, court personnel, 

pro bono coordinators, etc. 
 

III. Staffing and Support 
a. Support at state level 
b. Support for local committees 
c. Local district administrators – Indiana 
d. Local committee adopted by local bar association – Colorado 



e. Local committee serving also as local bar association legal services 
committee – Colorado 

f. Local Access to Justice Support Committee as part of state access to 
justice commission – Colorado 

g. Internet to disseminate information 
h. Statewide conference to share information, experiences 
 

IV. Judicial Involvement 
 

a. Judges as committee chairs – Indiana 
b. Chief judge or chief judge’s designee – Florida, New Mexico 
c. Judges, magistrates as committee members, perhaps as chair – Colorado 
d. Role of judges on district committees 
 

V. Successes 
a. Structural – benefits to judicial districts 
b. Examples of innovative programs, greater pro bono involvement, etc. 

1. Florida 
2. Indiana 
3. Colorado 
4. New Mexico 

 
VI. Challenges 

a. Getting a nucleus of interested people to begin a committee 
b. After initial enthusiasm wears off, keeping committee active, or 

reinvigorating inactive committee 
c. Bridging geographical barriers – getting participation from those in 

different cities, counties 
d. Communication – keeping committees aware of work, projects of other 

committees 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Bibliography & Website Links: 

1. Florida 

A.  Rule 4-6.5 Voluntary Pro Bono Plan 

2. Indiana 



A. Rule 6.6, Indiana Rules of Professional Conduct 

B. Canon 4, comment, Indiana Code of Judicial Conduct 

C. Pro bono Insert to the Indiana Lawyer (with pro bono district map) 

3. New Mexico 

A. Draft Rule 24-108 (mandatory reporting of pro bono, optional financial 

contributions) 

B. Draft Rule 18-201, Rules of Professional Conduct, Continuing legal education 

credit for pro bono service 

C. Insert to the Bar Bulletin, “The New Mexico Lawyer, “  Equal Access to 

Justice, Unlocking Doors” 

D. Pro bono district map 

4. Colorado 

A. Colorado access to justice page, www.coloradojustice.org 

B. Colorado Supreme Court Pro Bono Legal Services Recognition Program, 

www.courts.state.co.us/supct/probono.htm 

C. Rule 260.8, Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure, continuing legal education 

credit for pro bono service 

D. Canon 4, comment, Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct 

 
 
 
 
 


