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Brief Description: 
 
This session will describe how legal aid programs can use AmeriCorps members to create 
new programs, build capacity to conduct current programs and develop sustainable 
volunteer programs.  The discussion will include the use of AmeriCorps*VISTA members, 
AmeriCorps*Direct members and AmeriCorps*Attorneys through Equal Justice Works. 
 
 



 
Topical Outline: 
 

I. Introduction 
 

II. Overview of AmeriCorps Programs 
a. History of AmeriCorps and the Corporation for National Service 
 i. Learn and Serve 
 ii. Senior Corps 
 iii. AmeriCorps Programs – NCCC, AmeriCorps State/National and  
  AmeriCorps*VISTA 
 
b. AmeriCorps State/National 
 i. Member Commitments 
 ii. Member Benefits 
 iii. Direct Service Focus 
 iv. Examples of Projects 
 
c. AmeriCorps*VISTA 
 i. Member Commitments 
 ii. Member Benefits 
 iii. Capacity Building Focus 
 iv. Examples of Projects 
 

III. AmeriCorps Attorney Perspective – What a program needs to know before 
embarking on an AmeriCorps Attorney program 
 

IV. Equal Justice Works – Pro Bono Legal Corps 
a. Example of AmeriCorps National Grant that provides attorneys to legal 

services programs 
 

V. Legal Assistance of Western New York, Inc. 
a. Example of AmeriCorps Direct Program  (uses for intake) and EJW 

AmeriCorps Attorney program 
 

VI. Montana Legal Services Association 
a. Example of AmeriCorps*VISTA program (uses for capacity building and 

project development) and EJW AmeriCorps Attorney program 
 

VII. Question/Answer and Wrap-up 
 

 



 
Supplemental Materials  
(distributed at session) 
 
1. Presentation Powerpoint 
2. Legal Assistance of Western NY, Inc. - Law Students in Action Project Report to 
 Community 
3. Narrative portion of funding application for AmeriCorps Direct Project of Legal 
 Assistance of Western NY, Inc. 
 
 
Bibliography & Website Links: 

Find out about what is available in your state. 
http://cns.gov 
 
Montana Legal Services AmeriCorps*VISTA Program 
http://www.mlsavista.org 
 
Pro Bono Legal Corps: sponsored by Equal Justice Works 
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/participants/pppblc.php 
 
Law Students In Action Project with Legal Assistance of Western New York 
http://www.lawny.org/lawny/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=13&Ite
mid=112 
 
Mississippi Center for Justice 
http://www.mscenterforjustice.org 
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