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Brief Description: 
Medical-legal partnerships use multidisciplinary teaching and training to help pediatricians 
and attorneys work together to improve children's health outcomes. Pediatricians and 
medical students are trained to identify medical cases where legal intervention is indicated 
and how to advocate on their patients' behalf.  Law firm attorneys are trained to represent 
families as pro bono counsel and law students are taught how to practice in a 
collaborative relationship with physicians to provide more holistic advocacy.  This 
presentation will show how doctors and lawyers and medical and law students are being 
trained to collaborate in their care and service of low-income families and children. 
 
 
 
Topical Outline: 
 

I. Why Some Doctors are Prescribing Legal Remedies for their Patients, and What 
Lawyers Can Do to Support the Effort (20 minutes) 

 
a. Pediatricians need lawyers to keep children healthy 
 
b. Lawyers need doctors to reach families earlier, more effectively and before crises 

ensue 
 

c. Medical-legal partnerships move from fledgling pilots to national model 
 

d. Guidelines for successful initiatives   
 
 

II. Rhode Island MLPC 
 

a. How a multi-partner collaboration addresses health issues in housing, family law 
and education (15 minutes) 

 
 

III. MLPC / Boston:  
 

a. How a pediatrics department employs a legal team as part of patient service, 
pediatric training and systems reform (15 minutes) 

 
 

IV. Teaching Law Students and Medical Students Collaboration (15 minutes) 
 

a. Designing a joint class for medical and law students 
 
b. Collaborative problem-solving 

 
 

V. Training pediatricians (15 minutes) 
 

a. Advocacy Boot Camp: Everything a pediatrician needs to know about school law 
in 30 minutes or less 

 
b. Managing expectations is the key 
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VI. Ask the panelists (10 minutes) 
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