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The Law School Consortium Pl’OjeCt is a national nonprofit organization
working with law schools to create and sustain networks of solo and small firm practitioners who
are dedicated to providing affordable legal services to low and moderate income communities.
By supporting a unique partnership between law schools, practitioners, students and
communities, the Law School Consortium Project (LSCP) is helping to increase access to justice
for individuals and families who could not otherwise afford legal services.

The Law School Consortium Project was founded by four law schools in 1997 with the support
of the Open Society Institute to address issues of inadequate access to justice for low and
moderate income populations. The founding law schools developed models to demonstrate that
the Law School Consortium Project could make a difference in access to justice, in the viability
of solo and small firm practices, and in law school curriculum. The law schools, providing both
school resources and commitment, recruited graduates, provided them with technical assistance
and substantive/ law office management training, and brought them into a network of other
practitioners committed to social justice.

Some of the LSCP Law School Members also incorporated practical courses into their
curriculum that trained students to become solo and small firm community based lawyers.
Courses included Law Office Management, with a focus on how to run a small business, while
others focused on substantive areas such as Predatory Lending, Immigration Practice, Special
Education, Domestic Violence, and Spanish for Lawyers. LSCP law schools have also
established externships for law students at LSCP Practitioner Members law practices.

Today, the LSCP has sixteen Law School Members nationally, with LSCP Practitioner Members
engaging in private forms of public interest law, often giving their low and moderate income
clients discounted rates (we call this low bono). According to a 2005 survey of LSCP
Practitioner Members, 43% of legal services provided by LSCP practitioners were low bono
cases. The survey also revealed that 63% of LSCP Practitioner Members reported that their
participation in a LSCP network allowed them to provide services to more low and moderate
income clients, and 92% reported that their participation allowed them to promote social justice
in their practices. According to the survey, over 40% of LSCP Practitioner Members are of
color, and over 60% are female.*

The Law School Consortium Project and its Law School Members are proud to support a new
vision of the lawyer: a community practitioner who can do well while doing good.

*Additional survey results can be found in the next section of the LSCP Information Packet.
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Practitioner Testimonials

An important objective of the Law School Consortium Project is to build community among
typicaly isolated solo and small firm practitioners, connecting them with each other, and
connecting them to resources and services. This enables the attorneys to have viable practices,
providing legal services to individuals and communities who otherwise would not have access to
justice. LSCP practitioner members, many of whom are attorneys of color and female attorneys,
use their law degrees to make a difference:

A young practitioner who was once an illegal immigrant from Colombia and is now a
lawyer operating a legal information community center for Hispanic immigrants. "Without
the network | might have had to defer my dream for five to 10 years while | got experience
somewhere else. | would not have been able to go out on my own or to help this community right

away.

A gentleman dedicated to social justice causes: "It is great dealing with people who have a
sense of socia justice. You have more commonality in this network than you would in a general
bar association. . . My practice is profitable. Of course, |1 could make a lot more money if |
wanted to, but | don®. . . | have adeep commitment in meto social justice issues.”

A network participant who represents low-income women who were abused: “Without [the
network], | could not continue my dream of representing low—income battered women and aso
take pro bono cases from agencies who represent indigent battered women.”

A practitioner member who is able to offer higher quality services through his
participation in the Law School Consortium Project: “Saving time allows me to take on more
clients for smaller fees. [The network] helps me save time with legal issues and practical issues.
.. | can spend more time being an effective advocate and less on office details.”

A young practitioner who no longer feels theisolation solo practice can often create: “Asa
solo, | felt isolated and had no group or individual to turn to for help with procedural matters,
legal issues, approaches to individual cases and research. . . . | do not believe that | would still be
in practice without the [network].”

L SCP Practitioner Membersreport that their member ship providesthem with:
- “asense of community. . . the ability to help and be helped.”
“the security of knowing that there are experienced attorneys who can guide me when |
face anew situation.”
an “incredible sense of socia justice purpose among like minded practitioners, leading to
valuable insights into specific legal case issues and problems.”
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