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Beyond the philosophical soundness of medical-legal collaborations and other successful
models, the existing socia conditionsin Rhode Island make the need for such a program
even more compelling. In 2002, Health & Education Leadership for Providence (HELP)
funded a study commissioned by Children’s Friend & Service (CFS) and the HELP Lead
Safe Center to assess the housing problems, particularly lead paint issues, faced by low-
income tenants in Providence. “ Safe and Secure,” the resulting report authored by
attorney Liz Tobin Tyler with assistance from students, concluded that a legal/medical
collaborative in Rhode Island could help provide legal education and legal services
around families' housing and lead paint issues and inform policy and advocacy effortsin
these areas.
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® Rhode Island Legal Services provides free civil legal services to persons with a household income up to
125% of the Federal poverty guidelines, or to any person over 60 years old regardless of income. The 2003
maximum income level for individuals eligible for legal assistance funded by the Legal Services
Corporation is $23,000 for afamily of four. See 68 Federal Register 7718 (February 18, 2003).
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