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Chief Justice welcomes
recommendation for
legal aid funding

by Art Heinz

Chief  Justice of Pennsyivanis
Rooaid D Casille praissd e PA
Legnl Abd Nevwork for the posidive
perfrmance gudls received from che
Legislarive Budget and Finsooe Cmn-
minee yesierday on is oversight of
Acoess’ oo Justce funds. He alse
scrongly agreed with the audi's (nding
than the funding sources for legal aid
fior the Sime's most vainerahie clitzens,
thoee who don't have the fAnmncisd
means oo acoess the cours, shoukd be
made permanent

“The Fennsylvanin Legal Ald
Berwork provides iegal asssunoe and
Boooss 1o the courts for Pennsyivenians
whose family Income i k== than 125
percent of poveny lewvel chose whe
doa't have the Mnencis] means o
Bccess the coums in these SiMficulr
economic tmes, buz for whom that
nooess IS now maone critiesl than ever, ™
Chiel Justice Castlle suid. “Even with
the asskrnce of Leynl Add, approcimae iy
50 percent of ellgibe Pemeyivanins
seeiing SErvioes 3 mrned nery do
D TESAIICE OESIraings.

Pennsywania Legal Ald Nersors,
Inc. Board Presidens Qerabd A
McHugh, Esq. commented, “We mre
cruly gradfied thai the perfmanos
audls confirms the Foperior qualicy
{anS g beved oF legred sevhoes provided
i cliens scrnss the Commonwealih
The mudic's findings are indeed o tribuoe
o the imponant work underaken by

ihe aiommeys and mher dedicansd
professionels of e loal legal md
Drograms working o ensme nl
J.'\.E;’ 0 jusice for thoese “-ro‘guuw
nowhene else m um

In 200, the legisarare passed the
Access oo Justice At Imposing a 510

fee on fdings In st coams wit 52 of

than fee dedicaned oo direct funds

civil logal seTvice orpantmiions.

Law Is schedulsd o expire in Kovember
z unless reauhorized by ihe
ideneral Assemhily.

Ancther emporary surcharge of §1
on fling fees thn goes o fund iegal
servioes |s slated 50 expire in Jamua
3L The LEFC report recommends
the Geneml Assemibly consider making
ot fees 3 permenent soorce of finds
for the iegal 3l program

Chier Messice Casnille has haiin urging
thar the legisiarure and governcT
condnue fundinyg of thess sarvices In
budger hearings sl MESHngs oveT
the pom year

Approximarely 14 percent of the
federal and smie Amas mecehed hy
the I=gal Services program are from
the Arcess o Justice hnd and haee
aversged more than 55 million & yeac

The Access 1o Justics AR Ning b
are collecied by counny row sifioers end
coun officlsls. Each year te foes ar
awarded through o §rENs process m
the Fenmsyhrania Legnl Al Nerwork,
Inc. under the sewardship of the
Pennsylvemla Inerest oo Lawyers
Trust Account {IOLTA) Bosrd, an

argenizaaton operating under the
jurisdicion of the Supreme Cown
of Fennsyiwania

Thits performence sedll ks a Eoific
repon card; |1 documems whal we as
members of e [OLTA Board know
End see pach day™ sald T00UTA Baoard
Chair William T. Hangicy, Fsg. ~The
well-mansged legal ald programs
Nmted by the DLTA Board provide
high gqaslry, meantogful legal
nssisumce o an efficiem manner ond
am werthy of addizonal invesomem
hy the General Assemhly.

“We appland the Jeadership and

=all of the legal ald programs for
their clreless elfoms, a:lécungn:‘!u'.ul:
them on a done. We thank the

Ingls]all.r govermor, and the
me Cournt for mekieg our
ally mpormm work possile.”

The LAFC repart found thar Legsl
Servioes programs Ere lmpomant o
low-Income residents; that they are
effective with cllem sansfscoon
raes of E3.1H perceny; and thm
itey are well mopitored, with few
probiems with the collection and use
of the funids

“This ausir provides ample sviden o
of the Fuccess and walue of fanding
legal serekces through the Adcess m
Justioe Act. In addition 10 e ressing
rverall court funcling issses, o
the legisianme o muke these fling
fees & permanent, scshie funding
sream . for iegal wa” Chief Justice
Casrille sid. W




