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TaxWatch Economic Impact Study
In 2010, The Florida Bar Foundation engaged Florida TaxWatch to calculate the economic impact that providing civil legal services to the poor has on the Florida economy.  The study was based on the work of Florida legal aid programs in 2008.  
Overview of Legal Aid in Florida

Civil legal aid programs in Florida provide a broad array of legal services to Floridians who cannot afford to pay for legal representation.  Floridians earning up to 125% of the federal poverty guidelines (e.g. $27,938 for a family of four) are eligible to receive services from the legal aid programs in Florida.   Civil legal aid services are offered by  a network of 31 local non-profit organizations, operating in seven regions, serving all 67 counties.  Most of the 98,438 legal aid cases in 2008 involved only advice or brief service.  Less than nine percent
 of the legal aid cases actually go to court.  Thus, legal aid is unlikely to put much pressure on the court system.  In contrast, they provide legal consultation that can avoid further conflict.  

Summary of FloridaTaxWatch Study Results

According to Florida TaxWatch, the total economic impact of civil legal assistance on the Florida economy is significant:
· Created over 3,300 jobs in the state economy (30% related to civil legal assistance employment);

· Produced $250 million of output in the state economy;

· Provided $297 million of disposable income; and,

· Generated $4.78 of economic impact for every $1 spent on legal aid by Federal, state and local governments, The Florida Bar Foundation, grants from community other foundations, and charitable donations


The driving factor of this impact is the large amount of Federal funding for legal services in Florida and the large amount of Federal funds flowing into Florida generated by legal aid work.  Slightly over 30% of the 3,361 jobs created are related to legal aid employment with the remaining jobs are spread out in numerous other industries in Florida. 
�Jennifer points out that of the 2008 legal aid cases (98,438), 8,644 resulted in a court decisions (8.787%).  We think the logical of the following sentence still is good, however.





