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ACCESS TO JUSTICE IS CRITICAL
Justice is not simply an important part of government; it is critical to democracy. If justice fails, democracy fails. The very first words of the Constitution of the State of Maine recognize this fact: “We the people of Maine, in order to establish justice . . . .” 

This concept is foundational to all three branches of government. Each branch, Executive, Legislative, and Judicial must be strong, independent, and capable of carrying out its responsibilities in order for democracy to survive. Make no mistake: democracy is a fragile thing. Coretta Scott King reminded us: “Democracy is never a final achievement. It is a call to an untiring effort.”

That untiring effort occurs every day in these halls. As legislators, you work to assure that Maine laws reflect your vision of justice. When you are done with your work, the Executive Branch must be ready to effectuate the laws, and the Judicial Branch must be able to enforce them. 

The economic development you and the Governor are working so hard to generate will require prompt resolution of the zoning, regulatory, and contractual disputes that inevitably arise during the process. Your efforts to protect children, defeat domestic violence, and reduce crime require a court system with the resources to carry out your vision of justice. We must, therefore, work together to assure that the Maine courts are there when our citizens need them. 

PROVIDING ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN HARD ECONOMIC TIMES 
How then, in economically devastating times, do we assure the continued viability of justice in Maine? We must look ahead to better times, and we must have the roadmap toward prosperity in mind. We must be clear-eyed, however, about the current challenges. There are three principles that will guide us through these very challenging times:

· Priority cases involving children and families, violence or sexual assault, and victims of crimes will continue to be scheduled first. 

· Second, we must make every effort to maintain our basic infrastructure, so that, as the economy recovers, and the sun rises on Maine again, we can rebuild a strong justice system quickly. 

· Third, we must take this opportunity to think creatively about the delivery of justice. Innovations that improve efficiencies, and position the courts for effective streamlined delivery of justice in the future, will be crucial. 

