Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program

The Texas Access to Justice Commission created the Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program (SLRAP) in 2003 to assist lawyers who wish to work in legal aid programs but are burdened by overwhelming educational debt load. Thanks to funding from the State Bar of Texas, the SLRAP has grown for the past several years.  Beginning in June 2008, SLRAP is providing loan repayment help to more lawyers who work for Texas legal services organizations than ever before.  

Since June, the SLRAP has been administered by the Texas Access to Justice Foundation (TAJF), which has committed to supplement the funding contributed by the State Bar of Texas. For the first time, all eligible legal services attorneys in Texas who applied are receiving student loan repayment assistance from the program. The recipients receive up to $400/mo. (but not more than their required monthly payment) or $4800/yr. 

Eighty-eight eligible legal aid lawyers from 21 programs applied this year compared to 76 applicants in 2007. Of the 76 from last year, only 45 received assistance due to limited funding.  The Commission is extremely grateful to the State Bar of Texas and TAJF for committing to fund this important program, which enables young lawyers to accept jobs with legal aid and allows more experienced lawyers to maintain their positions without impoverishing themselves and their families.  The 2008 applicants earn an average salary of $43,000, while carrying an average student debt of $82,000 with average monthly payments exceeding $700.

Combined with the new federal student loan assistance program, the Commission is hopeful that the debt burden for legal aid lawyers in Texas will no longer be the overwhelming obstacle that it has been in the past.

