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Update

STATE LEGISLATIVE FUNDING

To September 1, 2007

The 2007 legislative sessions have concluded in most states, and the following new and increased funding for civil legal services have been finalized (note: Florida, Minnesota and Utah have been added since the July 23 Update, and totals have changed):

· Florida – Appropriation increased from $2,500,000 to $2,600,000, although a September special session to deal with a budget shortfall may reduce funding.

· Hawaii – Appropriation increased from $1,298,000 to $1,832,000.

· Iowa – Appropriation increased from $1,350,000 to $2,000,000.

· Massachusetts – Appropriation increased from $9,464,000 to $9,664,000.

· Minnesota – Appropriation increased from $12,300,000 to $13,300,000 for the 07-08 biennium from one-time surplus funds.

· New Hampshire – Appropriation increased from $970,000 to $1,440,000.

· New Mexico – New appropriation of $2,500,000. New Mexico also has a filing fee surcharge that generates approximately $1,575,000 annually.

· New York – Appropriation increased from $4,600,000 to $12,600,000. $5,000,000 of the new appropriation will be in the State Judiciary’s budget for civil legal services, while $3,000,000 will go to IOLTA to be distributed based on a plan to be developed by the Governor. Legal services programs in New York also receive $2,000,000 from a set-aside for legal services from a filing fee restructuring that occurred in 2003. 

· Texas – Obtained a new appropriation of $750,000 for 07-08 and $1,250,000 in 08-09 to provide legal aid to victims of sexual assault. The funding for this appropriation is part of the revenue from a new $5 charge for admission to sex clubs. Texas has two other appropriation sources, $2,500,000 from the state’s Crime Victims Compensation Fund and $1,500,000 in general revenue funds, and a filing fee surcharge that generates approximately $5,000,000 annually.

· Utah – An additional one-time $100,000 was added to the existing $100,000 annualized appropriation.  All funds are for family law.

· Virginia – Appropriation increased from $1,625,000 to $2,000,000. Virginia also has a filing fee surcharge that generates $3,300,000 annually.

· Washington – Appropriation increased from $8,600,000 to $11,235,000.

· California and Pennsylvania have reported that they will receive cost-of-living increases on current state funding. In California, the increase will be applied to both the filing fee surcharge and the appropriation, while in Pennsylvania, the increase will be applied to the appropriation.

The increases to date total over $18,000,000, and will increase total state funding to $203,000,000, an increase of about 10 percent.   Late action in a couple of states may increase the total.






