June 2007

News from the Self Represented Litigation Network

The Self Represented Litigation Network (SRLN) held its first National Conference in San Francisco on May 18, in association with the California Conference on Self-Represented Litigation.  Among the most interesting outcomes from the Conference is a new Working Group that will focus on Distance Services to the Self-Represented and a focus on planning of training for Court Administrators in making courts work for those without lawyers.  A report will soon be issued on the 12 Seminars, and all materials from the National and California Conferences will soon be posted on the Web.  Information will be available at www.selfhelpsupport.org (membership required, free, includes library of Access to Justice Commission Reports).

The Discrete Task Representation Working Group of SRLN is looking for additional contacts in states that are working to establish or expand unbundling programs.  Contact Sue Talia, sue@privatefamilylawjudge.com. The group is happy to share resources, support, and ideas.

SRLN, together with the National Center for State Courts, the National Judicial College, the American Judicature Society and others will be sponsoring a team-based Conference on Judicial Education and SRL issues.   The Conference will take place at Harvard Law School in November of 2007, and is funded by the State Justice Institute with matching money from several sources.  Letters of invitation to establish teams have been sent to the Chief Justices.  Additional information from Richard Zorza, richard@zorza.net.

SRLN is starting work on the next version of its Best Practices in Court-Based Programs for the Self-Represented: Concepts, Attributes and Issues for Exploration.  This document lists 41 Best Practices, and includes for each one a description, a listing of significant attributes, and a listing of issues for exploration and research.  The link to the full document is at http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/KIS_ProSeBestPracticesSRLN.pdf.  SRLN seeks comments and suggestions for improvements, contact Richard Zorza, richard@zorza.net.

