Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education

Update, March 2007

1) Housing Task Force

In June 2005, the Morris Institute for Justice, one of the Foundation's grantees, issued a report entitled “Injustice in No Time,” which highlighted widespread and consistent failures of due process in landlord-tenant cases in and around the Phoenix metropolitan area.  In September 2005, the State Bar President charged its Legal Services Committee with proposing a course of action for the Bar in response to the report.  The Committee recommended the creation of a task force to propose uniform procedural rules for eviction actions and to study other possible improvements.  The Board of Governors concurred, and the Task Force began meeting in April 2006. The task force consists of ‘all stakeholders with varying views’. The Foundation was asked to recommend members of the task force and all recommendations were accepted including board members and grantee representatives.  No $$ funding beyond initial support for Institute. Impact hoped for is revision of court rules and/or procedures to address overwhelming eviction case load while giving equal voice to tenant and landlord. 

2) Arizona Defending Immigrants Project

In the Spring of 2006, public defenders from several counties, the State Bar President, representatives from 2 of the law schools, nonprofit legal service agencies, and the Foundation met after several separate discussions with smaller groups. The State Bar hosted the meeting. Through the recommendation of the meeting, one of our grantee agencies submitted a proposal and was awarded $162K funding the core functions of this initiative: Provide technical assistance and advice to Arizona’s public defenders in individual cases; Provide training and mentoring to Arizona’s public defenders on immigration law and safe-haven pleas  for non - U.S. citizens; Litigate selected case in front of local Immigration Courts, Board of Immigration Appeals, and Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals; Serve as an outreach and advocacy tool to coordinate efforts across Arizona; and, Collect measurable outcomes for use in increasing education and advocacy around this issue. 

3) Arizona Consumer Law Project

The three legal service corporation funded entities met with the Foundation to discuss the overwhelming and unmet need for a statewide program addressing consumer law needs and the legal aid staff needs for training in this topic area. The Foundation staff held several meetings with these nonprofits and a fourth entity who would not have LSC restrictions in service to clients. The project received $120K in funding and its core functions include: complex litigation on behalf of low-income Arizonans with consumer law problems; training sessions for regional areas of the state regarding consumer issues; and serving as a resource to legal aid staff throughout the state.

4) Law For Seniors – Website & Brochure

The Arizona Supreme Court and a Justice of Peace in the West Valley approached the Foundation regarding needs of the elderly population that their research had identified. Through these meetings the idea to develop a Law For Seniors brochure (based from the California newsletter) and develop an interactive Lawforseniors.org website was initiated. The Arizona State Bar assisted with the brochure and the State Bar’s Legal Service committee assists with answering questions and providing content to the website.  The Supreme court partnered in the funding of the project with $72K and the Foundation matching with in-direct costs and additional staff time. 100,000 brochures have been distributed through Walgreens, banks, Area Dept. of Aging, Legal Service Agencies, and direct distribution through website requests. In the four months since the websites inception it has received over 170,000 hits – averaging 43K per month and averaging 100 comments and questions per month. 

5) “When You Turn 18” brochure

This project was an extension of the lawforkids.org website. The Arizona Supreme Court assisted with the funding of this project with $22,000 to pay for its printing and distributions. The need was identified through the lawforkids.org website, by the questions and comments posted. (this website averages 3 million hits per month). This first year 120,000 English pamphlets and 110,000 Spanish pamphlets were distributed. This is now an annual publication with updates and distributions to all the schools and many community organizations.

6) Statewide Steering Committee

The Statewide Steering Committee consists of the following: 3 executive directors of the largest (LSC funded) legal aid agencies, 3 volunteer lawyer programs directors, executive director of a statewide advocacy group, and Foundation staff & board members. The group gathers quarterly to discuss legal aid needs identified and strategic planning for the state of Arizona. Projects which have been initiated through this group include: a statewide 2 day legal aid conference with national & local presenters; a statewide legal needs study which should be published in March; the housing/legal n need forums; consumer project; domestic violence legal needs project; and volunteer lawyer recognitions. Costs are food, drinks, - minimal.

7) Statewide LRA & Fellowship Program

The two Arizona state law schools, representatives from the legal aid organizations, and the Foundation are joining together to create a statewide initiative which will assist with the ‘endangered’ existence of the legal aid attorney through a loan repayment assistance and fellowship program. The foundations of the two schools and the Arizona Foundation for LS&E this year will distribute $165,000 and initiate a campaign drive to find corporate and private donors to increase the support.

8) Funding initiatives

Stakeholders from the housing forum, legal aid attorneys, the State Bar legal services committee, private attorneys, government departments, and the Foundation Board and staff have been working together toward amendments to statutes which will increase funding for legal services. The Filing Fee increase is a measure primarily spearheaded through the State Bar Legal Service committee and its’ Access to Justice Task Force. It is now been submitted as SB 1016. The Escrow account conversion to Trust accounts earning interest is a measure with a wide base of stakeholders. It is now introduced as HB 2733.

9) Bankruptcy Assistance 800 Line

The needs for legal assistance in answering bankruptcy questions increased as the complexity and accountability under the new laws were increased: the new laws caused some volunteer lawyers to step back from volunteering and caused concerns for some legal aid staff attorneys. The Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar is partnering with the Foundation to provide an 800 line where attorneys will provide free legal information and possibly advice to consumers. Estimated costs are under $5K.

10) Statewide Legal Service Conference
In May of 2006 the State Bar Legal Service Committee and the Foundation joined together, with funding primarily provided by government & corporation sponsorships, to provide a two day educational conference for over 200 legal aid personnel: attorneys, paralegals, secretaries, management, etc. National speakers were joined by regional experts in areas which were identified as a need by the legal aid providers. Helaine Barnett, President of the Legal Service Corporation; Laurence Lavin, Director of the National Health Law Program; Chief Justice Ruth McGregor, and Justice Scott Bales were among the honored guests and presenters at the conference. It was the overwhelming consensus that the conference was a valuable resource to the legal aid entities and should be offered at least every two years. 







