Chicago Bar Foundation Sun Times Fellowship Program Agreement

Concept:  
The Chicago Bar Foundation (CBF), the charitable arm of The Chicago Bar Association (CBA), will create a new CBF Sun Times Public Interest Law Fellowship program with approximately $2 million in cy pres funds from litigation involving the Sun Times.  

One of the top priorities for the CBF is to make it possible for dedicated young lawyers to pursue careers in legal aid and public interest law given the often overwhelming financial challenges currently facing this sector.  Due to an acute shortage of resources, the great majority of young attorneys who want to pursue legal aid careers today have nowhere to turn for assistance to make these careers financially viable in the face of the daunting educational debts that most of them must contend with today.  This new program will provide significant loan repayment assistance to at least 50 outstanding young attorneys who have chosen to pursue careers in legal aid or public interest law at a CBF-funded organization or at a qualifying legal aid organization serving other parts of Illinois.   

A $2 million fund will enable the CBF to award 5 five-year fellowships per year over a period of ten years.  For the first five years of the program, each of the fellows would receive a total of up to $50,000 of loan repayment assistance during their five-year fellowship.  If sufficient funds are available, for the second five years of the program each of the fellows would receive up to $60,000 to help account for anticipated inflation during the term of the program.   Additional funds would enable the CBF to increase the amount of each fellowship and/or to expand the number of fellowships awarded.

Eligibility: 
The fellowship will be available to young attorneys who commit to work full time for a minimum of five years at a CBF-funded legal aid organization (see attached list) or, for a limited number of recipients, a legal aid organization outside of Cook County that would qualify for an organizational support grant under the CBF’s guidelines (available at www.chicagobarfoundation.org).  

In order to be eligible to apply for the fellowship, an attorney must work for a legal aid organization serving Cook County that has received an organizational support grant from the CBF for at least three years (see attached list).  This will ensure that each recipient is working for a stable and effective organization.   One fellowship each year could be awarded to legal aid attorneys who serve Illinois residents outside of Cook County.  While the CBF generally restricts its grants to organizations serving the Chicago metropolitan area, there are several established legal aid organizations operating outside of Cook County where the legal aid attorneys are facing the same (and in some cases more difficult) financial challenges.  If not for the CBF’s current geographical limitations, these organizations would qualify for CBF grants.    

To be eligible for the fellowship, individual legal aid attorneys must have qualifying educational debts of at least $40,000 and must make a five-year commitment to work at the qualifying organization beginning with the date of the fellowship award.

Criteria:
Recipients of the fellowship will be chosen based on the following criteria:

a) demonstrated commitment to public interest law;

b) demonstrated excellence in their work (or, for newer attorneys, demonstrated capacity to excel in legal aid); and 
c) outstanding character and integrity.
Selection:  
Building on the successful selection model of other CBF fellowships and scholarships, the CBF Sun Times Public Interest Law Fellowships will be awarded each year by a Blue Ribbon Committee appointed by the President of the CBF, with designated representatives from the Sun Times and others involved in this case.  The committee will be comprised of a representative of the Sun Times, the lead attorneys in this litigation, a board member from both the CBA and CBF, a judge, a representative from the CBF Anderson Fellowship selection committee, and up to three other appointees from the legal community.  The CBF staff will manage the fellowship process and provide expert guidance and support for the Blue Ribbon Committee.

Structure:
Each fellowship will be paid in ten installments over five years as a series of forgivable loans.  The fellowship is structured as a forgivable loan program.  This is based on current tax laws, which have been interpreted to permit this type of loan forgiveness to be tax exempt to the recipient.  (This is the structure of the current CBF Anderson Fellowship and similar loan repayment assistance programs elsewhere in the country).

Once the recipient completes the corresponding period of work at a CBF-funded public interest law organization, the CBF will forgive the corresponding installment of the loan.  If the recipient no longer meets the eligibility requirements, the loan repayment assistance will be terminated and the recipient will be expected to repay to the CBF any outstanding loan balance.  

CBF-Supported Legal Aid and Public Interest Law Organizations

Thanks to the generous donations of thousands of dedicated individuals, law firms and corporations from throughout the Chicago area, The Chicago Bar Foundation now awards over $900,000 in grants each year to more than 40 legal aid and public interest law organizations, and related initiatives.  These grants provide critical general operating support for these organizations and support a number of special projects, awards, fellowships and initiatives that improve access to justice for people in our community who are working to overcome poverty, abuse and discrimination.  The following organizations have received organizational support grants from the CBF for at least three years:
Access Living

AIDS Legal Council of Chicago

Cabrini Green Legal Aid Clinic (CGLA)

Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR)

Centro Romero

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers (CLAIM)

Chicago Legal Clinic (CLC)

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS)

Community Economic Development Law Project (CEDLP)

Coordinated Advice & Referral Program for Legal Services (CARPLS)

Domestic Violence Legal Clinic

Equip for Equality

Evanston Community Defender

Farmworker Advocacy Project

First Defense Legal Aid

Health & Disability Advocates (HDA)

Illinois Legal Aid Online
John Howard Association

Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH)

Lawyers for the Creative Arts (LCA)

Legal Aid Bureau of Metropolitan Family Services (LAB)

Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago (LAFMC)

Life Span

Midwest Center on Law & the Deaf (MCLD)

National Immigrant Justice Center (f/k/a Midwest Immigrant & Human Rights Center - MIHRC)

Pro Bono Center for Disability & Elder Law (CDEL)

The Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law
Uptown People’s Law Center

World Relief-Chicago

PAGE  
1

