The Tennessee Voluntary Fund
for Indigent Civil Representation bill
(Fact sheet provided by Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services) • Read the full bill

What it does:

· Establishes a fund in the office of the state treasurer for legal aid programs to receive donations, class action residuals, grants, etc.

· The fund is voluntary

· The fund does not require an appropriation from the general fund

· No person or entity is required to contribute to this fund.

· If the corpus reaches $1,000,000.00, the interest shall be distributed to the legal aid programs pursuant to an established poverty ratio found in §67-4-806 (2). 

· The Administrative Office of the Courts will oversee the distribution of such interest.

· Any overhead/costs created by the fund shall be paid for out of the proceeds of the fund.

Why it is important:
· This approach establishes a solid, centralized mechanism for housing monies given to legal aid programs and distributing these resources in a fair way across the state. 

· This approach ensures that resources will go to providing services rather than going to administrative costs as the state treasury and AOC will manage this fund with minimal costs, instead of banks, private investment groups and even nonprofit foundations who would charge more.  

· The legal aid programs will use any additional resources to help represent the thousands of low income Tennesseans with unmet legal needs who now are not able to receive legal assistance due to inadequate resources. 

