Mississippi Governor Approves $5 Civil Filing Fee to Benefit Legal Services Programs
On April 21, Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour signed into law House Bill 961, which levies a $5 fee on all filings for civil cases. The money generated by the new fee will go directly to the Mississippi Civil Legal Assistance Fund, which collects money from a variety of sources and distributes it to civil legal services programs in the state.
This new revenue stream will help replenish Mississippi's legal services programs, which are still recovering from recent losses in federal funding while struggling to meet the increased demand for their services following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. According to Ben T. Cole, Executive Director of North Mississippi Rural Legal Services, the new money will "provide a degree of stability in funding to the legal services programs so that we can budget for additional staff and have a realistic expectation that the money will be there from one year to the next."
Upon learning of the bill's passage, Sam Buchanan, Executive Director of the Mississippi Center for Legal Services wished to thank "the Mississippi Legislature, Governor Barbour and others for supporting passage of the filing fee add-on. The additional revenue will help to alleviate the high demand for legal services by providing additional manpower and resources to better meet the needs of the more than half million poor persons in the state."

