2006 National Meeting of State Access to Justice Chairs

Saturday, April 1, 2006

8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.

Loews Philadelphia Hotel

Preliminary Agenda

FRIDAY EVENING

6:00-7:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception (Cash Bar)


Loews Hotel, Howe Room, 33rd Floor
SATURDAY MORNING SESSIONS

8:00-8:30
Coffee and Continental Breakfast 


Commonwealth B
8:30-10:00
Opening Plenary 

The Big Picture: National Perspectives and Updates 

Commonwealth B 

Welcome and Introductions




Bill Whitehurst, Chair




ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants

Legal Aid Funding Trends: Challenges and Opportunities




Meredith McBurney, Project to Expand Resources for Legal Services



Proposed ABA Principles of a State Civil Legal Assistance System

Hon. Howard Dana, Chair

ABA Presidential Task Force on Access to Civil Justice

10:15-11:45
Peer States Discussion Groups: Planning for Equal Justice

Experienced equal justice planning consultants and state leaders will lead a discussion about moving an Access to Justice agenda forward in a time of change. Discussion leaders and additional description of discussion groups will be provided in the on-site agenda.

· Launching a New ATJ Commission 

Commonwealth C

· Access to Justice Planning in States with Established ATJ Entities and Higher Resources 

Commonwealth A2

· Access to Justice Planning in Lower-Resource States 

Commonwealth D

· Building on a Bar or Bar Foundation-Based Structure

Commonwealth A1


Consultants:



John B. Arango, Algodones Associates



Ellen Hemley, Legal Aid University

Gerry Singsen, Legal Services Consultant



John A. Tull, John A. Tull & Associates

12:00-1:00
Lunch

    Commonwealth B





OVER

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS

1:15-2:45
Subject Area Breakout Groups
What you can do as a state leader to move your Access to Justice agenda forward: models from other states, tools, national resources, tips from the experts. Separate breakout discussions on: 

· Resource Development for Civil Legal Aid 

Commonwealth D

Resource person: Meredith McBurney, Project to Expand Resources for Legal Services (PERLS)

· Pro Bono

Commonwealth A1

Resource person: Anthony Barash, ABA Center for Pro Bono

· Support for Self-Represented Litigants 

Commonwealth C

Resource people: Bonnie Rose Hough, California Administrative Office of the Courts; Will Hornsby, ABA Pro Se/Unbundling Resource Center; Richard Zorza; Self-Represented Litigation Network; Madelynn Herman, National Center for State Courts
· Training Session: Building Personal Communications Skills 
Commonwealth A2
Trainer: Margie Elsberg, Elsberg Associates, Media Consultant. 

Access to Justice leaders need to communicate effectively in media interviews, speeches and legislative testimony. With the help of participant volunteers and video-supported training techniques, an experienced communications consultant and ABA presenter will demonstrate skills for convincing influential audiences in each of these settings.

2:45-3:15
Refreshments 


Commonwealth B
3:15-4:30
Closing Plenary

Building Support and Public Awareness: 

Lessons from Public Opinion Research 

Commonwealth B
Public awareness research reveals the challenges associated with building support among the legal community, legislators, opinion leaders and the public at large, as well as the messages that can overcome those challenges. This session will review the research findings, demonstrate how messages can be targeted successfully, and present examples of effective messages from around the country.

Bonnie Allen, International Centre for Healing and the Law
Margie Elsberg, Elsberg Associates, Media Consultant

SATURDAY EVENING



6:30 

Informal Dinner


Estia Restaurant  1405-07 Locust St.



Ticket required (see www.ATJsupport.org for order form)



Cash bar at 6:30, dinner at 7:00

