

Access to Benefits and Resources for Surviving Same-Sex or Unmarried Partners of Victims of the WTC Disaster

If you lost a loved one due to the World Trade Center disaster and are either a same-sex (gay or lesbian) surviving partner of the victim, or an unmarried heterosexual partner, you may face greater difficulty in obtaining certain types of survivor's benefits.  This information is to guide you in your search for assistance, and to offer suggestions for obtaining needed help.

Getting a Death Certificate

If you and your same-sex partner were registered with the City as Domestic Partners, you may apply for a death certificate.  You can do this at the Family Assistance Center located at Pier 94 on 54th St. and 12th Ave. (646-710-6245 general information).  If you and your partner were not registered with the City as domestic partners, you may still attempt to apply for a death certificate by proving you were in a long-term committed relationship with your partner.  Contact the Family Assistance Center’s legal department for details on what information you will need to bring (646-710-6499 legal department).

If a death certificate has already been issued, you can get a copy of it if you can show that you need it.  The Family Assistance Center can help you with this as well. 

Benefits or Compensation from Government Sources

New York State:

· The Crime Victims Board is providing the same benefits to same-sex partners that legally married spouses would receive (funeral costs and up to $30,000 for lost income).  You can apply in person at the Family Assistance Center at Pier 94 on 54th St. and 12th Ave, or call 646-710-6245 and ask for the Crime Victims Board.  The Anti-Violence Project is working with the Crime Victims Board and can help you with any questions you may have.  The Anti-Violence Project will also accompany you to Pier 94 if you prefer not to go alone. (Call after 10:00 A.M. at 212-714-1184.)

· Workers Compensation law does not yet recognize an unmarried surviving partner as a family member entitled to survivor's benefits.

Federal:

· Social Security Survivor's Benefits do not extend to same-sex or unmarried partners.
· Assistance and benefits from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  There does not appear to be a clear policy with reference to surviving unmarried or same-sex partners.  To inquire about your eligibility for assistance, call FEMA at 1(800) 462-9029 where you may apply for housing assistance, crisis counseling, legal advice, and financial assistance not met by other programs.
Life Insurance
If you were named as beneficiary on the life insurance policy of the deceased, you are entitled to the benefits of that policy regardless of your family or marital status.  

Financial Assistance, Benefits or Grants from Private Sources

· The Red Cross has recently written guidelines that clearly state that assistance will be provided to unmarried and same sexed surviving partners who had been living together and can show a committed relationship.  You can apply for assistance from the Red Cross by going to the Family Assistance Center at Pier 94 at 54th St. and 12th Avenue, or by calling 646-710-6267.

· The New York State World Trade Center Relief Fund is providing $5000 in financial assistance to family members of victims.  Domestic partners are explicitly eligible for this money. Although you do not have to be registered as a domestic partner, you will have to fill out an affidavit showing that you had a long standing and committed relationship.  To obtain applications or ask questions about this assistance, you can call the Fund's toll-free hotline at 866-244-3839.  Information and an application are also available at www.nysegov.com/news/WTC_Relief_Dist.htm. 
· The September 11th Fund Emergency Grant Award Program is providing cash assistance to victims and their families in cases where other funds are not available.  You will need to show financial need and some proof of relationship to the victim.  Assistance is specifically available to gay and lesbian survivors with financial need who are not eligible for certain other programs.  You can apply for help in Manhattan at the Family Assistance Center at Pier 94 at 54th Street and 12th Avenue, or in the other boroughs through Safe Horizon.  For help in Brooklyn, call 718-834-6671;  in the Bronx call 718-933-1000;  in Queens call 718-286-3121; and in Staten Island call 718-448-3118.

· The Community Service Society of New York (CSS), as a recipient of the New York Times 9/11 Fund, is providing cash assistance to victims and survivors to cover the costs of funeral expenses, emergency housing expenses, clothing, and emergency health needs. Other financial needs will also be considered.  In addition, counselors will provide information and referrals for other services.  To apply for assistance, call (212) 664-5566.

· The September 11 Gay and Lesbian Family Fund has been established to assist the surviving families of gay and lesbian individuals killed in the September 11th attacks.  The fund was established by Empire State Pride Agenda and the Stonewall Community Foundation, and is being administered by the New York City Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, with help from volunteer attorneys at Pride Agenda and Lambda.  Gifts from this fund will be between $4000.00 and $6000.00, depending on the exact number who apply.  Applicants will be asked to show a mutually interdependent relationship with their partner.  Applications are available at www.prideagenday.org and www.avp.org.  The application deadline is January 15, 2002.

· Some companies and employers are privately offering financial compensation to their employee's surviving domestic partners without regard to marital status or sexual orientation.  Some of these companies can also be contacted at Pier 94 on 54th St. and 12th Ave. (Call 646-710-6245 and ask for your partners' company). You can also contact your partner’s employer directly.  

· A number of private charities are offering assistance to victims.  The guidelines defining eligibility for grants or help will vary from organization to organization.  New York City organizations, however, may be governed by the City Human Rights Law, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of marital status and sexual orientation.

The Family Assistance Center 

The Family Assistance Center is located at Pier 94 on 54th St. and 12th Ave., and can be reached by telephone at 646-710-6245.  Stationed there are representatives of many organizations providing financial benefits for victims of the disaster.  Many are providing the same benefits to surviving partners in same-sexed or unmarried relationships. Some of the services being offered are: 

· assistance to displaced residents

· free counseling

· financial assistance

· help with life insurance policies

· assistance in obtaining death certificates

· applications for benefits from the New York Crime Victims Board

· assistance from the Human Resources Administration

· emergency Food Stamps

· welfare applications

Other Community Assistance and Resources

· Safe Horizon is operating a hotline to provide crisis counseling, referrals, and up-to-date information about available resources related to the WTC tragedy.  The hotline operates 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. You can contact the Safe Horizon hotline at 800-621-HOPE (4673) or 212-577-7777. 
· The Anti-Violence Project is providing free trauma counseling to gay and lesbian victims of the disaster.  They have access to the Crime Victims Board resources, and can direct you to relief organizations.  They will also accompany you to places to apply for benefits so that you do not have to go alone.  Call (212) 714- 1141 to reach their 24-hour bilingual (English and Spanish) hotline.

· The Lesbian and Gay Community Center (212-620-7310) is also offering free counseling to victims of the disaster and their loved ones.

Housing

If you rented an apartment with your partner, but were not named on the lease, it is possible that your landlord may try to claim that you are not entitled to remain in your home.  However, if your building or apartment is subject to rent stabilization or rent control law and you have lived there for one year or more, you may be protected from eviction as a remaining family member.  In such a case, you will need to be able to show that you were in a committed long-term relationship.

If you live in Public Housing, or if your lease provides for remaining family member status, you may also be able to prove that you have a right to remain in the apartment as a tenant.

If you are threatened with eviction, it is best to have legal assistance.  

Showing that you were in a committed relationship

In order to qualify for certain benefits or assistance, or to keep your apartment, you may be required to show that your relationship with the deceased was long-term and committed.  To do this, you will need to gather as much evidence of your relationship as possible.  Here are some suggestions of what to bring with you:
(You do not have to have all of the following to show a committed relationship.)

· a lease or leases showing that you were joint tenants

· statements showing that you shared a joint bank account

· copies of  bills with both of your names

· a will or insurance policy naming you as a beneficiary 

· evidence of joint responsibility for child care

· pictures of you and your partner together, especially during holidays, vacations or other special occasions

· testimony from friends, relatives and/or neighbors 

· a copy of your domestic partner registration, if you have one.  (You do not need to be registered to prove a family or committed relationship.)
Legal Help

If you believe that you are entitled to benefits or assistance that have been denied to you based on sexual orientation and/or marital status, you may be able to get legal assistance from the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund (212-809-8585).

 Please note: Each person’s situation is different, and written materials cannot take the place of direct legal assistance from an attorney. If you need legal help or advice, you can also consult www.lawhelp.org for a complete referral directory of free legal services, or call the Association of the Bar of the City of New York at (212) 626-7373.
To find additional legal information materials, please return to LawHelp’s September 11th "Information about Rights and Benefits" page www.lawhelp.org/cfm/Sep11_resources.cfm.
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