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Maria T. Armas, Miami

July 19, 2005
Dear Fellow Volunteer:

Thank you for volunteering your time to help the victims of Hurricane
Dennis. We are all too aware of the onslaught of natural disasters
that Florida endured last hurricane season and your willingness to
give your time to the less fortunate is greatly appreciated. The
purpose of this letter is to provide you with an introduction to the
legal assistance program that we have established and acquaint you
with some of the information that you may need.

Background

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has a contract
with ABA Young Lawyers Division pursuant to which the ABA/YLD
mobilizes young lawyers in a state where a disaster is declared to
organize the provision of free civil legal services to disaster victims. In
Florida, the ABA/YLD acts in coordination with The Florida Bar and
its Young Lawyers Division to provide these legal services. I should
note that, although young lawyers organize the provision of legal
services, volunteers can be lawyers of any age and experience level
and we encourage the participation of all lawyers in the State of
Florida.

On July 10, 2005, President Bush officially declared several counties
in Florida as federal disaster areas as a result of Hurricane Dennis
and FEMA officially asked the ABA/YLD to organize disaster legal
assistance. As the ABA/YLD District Representative for the State of
Florida, I contacted our leaders at The Florida Bar to implement our
disaster legal services plan throughout the State of Florida. Since that
time, we established a toll-free number (1-866-550-2929) which FEMA
has and will continue to publicize throughout the disaster areas so
that the qualified victims can obtain legal services.
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C. Eugene Shipley, Altamonte Springs






