California’s  Judicial Council has accepted a statewide report that urges the expansion of the $10 million Equal Access Fund to meet the growing legal needs of low-income Californians.    
The report concluded that while the Equal Access Fund has been a "tremendous success" in addressing serious legal needs of low-income residents, the fund must be significantly expanded to build the state's current statewide legal aid network.  
It notes that only 28% of the legal needs of low-income Californians are being met, and that statewide, there are some 10,000 low-income people per legal aid attorney.  
The report also evaluates the self-help projects now sponsored by courts and legal aid groups to benefit low-income residents with funds from the Equal Access Fund and concludes that more funding is also needed to expand them. The report concludes that ongoing evaluation is needed to inform decision-making and ensure that information about effective practices is shared among providers.
By a unanimous vote, the 27-member council directed that the report be forwarded to the California Legislature.  "Equal Access Fund: A Report to the California Legislature," may be viewed online at   <http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courtadmin/jc/documents/reports/0205item8.pdf> .
