Texas Supreme Court Hearing on Access to Justice Yields Broad Media Coverage and Editorial Support for Civil Legal Aid 
The legal needs of the poor have received widespread coverage in Texas media in the wake of the Texas Supreme Court’s September 9 hearing on the status of legal aid. The hearing sought to determine what has been accomplished and what still needs to be done to ensure equal access to the justice system for poor Texans. 

Major newspapers and television stations across the state carried stories on the hearing and the issues raised there. Supportive editorials appeared in the Dallas Morning News (“Help at Hand: The surprising face of legal aid,” 9/03/04), the Houston Chronicle (“Legal aid – The ability to seek redress in a civil court should not be the sole province of the well-to-do,” 9/07/04), the Austin American-Statesman (“Helping the poor in court,” 9/11/04) and the Fort Worth Star-Telegram (“Justice courting aid for the poor,” 9/16/04).
The Court had held this type of hearing only once before -- in 2000. Based on that hearing, the Court created the Texas Access to Justice Commission to coordinate the delivery of legal services at a statewide level. In conjunction with this year’s hearing, the Court received a report from the Commission on the status civil legal services to the poor in Texas. The report describes major progress since the creation of the Commission. The Commission’s full report is available at www.supreme.courts.tx.us and in the Access to Justice Support Project Document Library. 

A complete media report on the hearing follows.

	Media
	Market
	Headline/Story
	Date

	Publications

	El Paso Times 
	El Paso
	“Top Texas court of look at legal aid”
	8/22/04

	The Dallas Morning News
	Dallas
	“Help at Hand: The surprising face of legal aid” (editorial)
	9/03/04

	Texas Lawyer
	Texas
	“TEAJF to Celebrate 20 Years Supporting Legal Aid in Texas 
	9/06/04

	Austin American-Statesman
	Austin
	“Texas high court to judge state of legal aid to poor”
	9/07/04

	The Houston Chronicle
	Houston
	“Legal aid – The ability to seek redress in a civil court should not be the sole province of the well-to-do” (editorial)
	9/07/04

	The Monitor
	McAllen
	“Court Hearing focuses on lawyers for the poor”
	9/09/04

	Fort Worth Star-Telegram
	Ft. Worth
	“Legal Aid system is in crisis, officials say”
	9/09/04

	El Paso Times 
	El Paso
	“Texas poor lack access to courts, lawyers say
	9/09/04

	The Brownsville Herald
	Brownsville
	“Legal Aid argues for improved access to representation”
	9/09/04

	Valley Morning Star
	Harlingen
	“Legal services elusive for poor”
	9/09/04

	The Dallas Morning News
	Dallas
	“Legal aid system said to be in perpetual crisis”
	9/09/04

	The Daily Texan
	Austin
	“Scholarship would encourage legal aid”
	9/10/04

	Austin American-Statesman
	Austin
	“Helping the poor in court” (editorial)
	9/11/04

	Temple Daily Telegram
	Temple
	“Funds lacking in Texas for legal aid services for indigent”
	9/12/04

	Texas Lawyer
	Texas
	“TAJC Develops Plan to Deal With Growing Need for Legal Services
	9/13/04

	Fort Worth Star-Telegram
	Fort Worth
	“Justice courting aid for the poor” (editorial)
	9/16/04

	Austin Chronicle
	Austin
	Naked City News Brief
	9/17/04

	Mansfield News-Mirror
	Mansfield
	“Top Texas court mulls legal aid”
	9/20/04

	Texas Bar Journal
	Statewide
	“Supreme Court of Texas Revisits Status of Legal Services”
	10/04

	Fort Worth Star Telegram
	Fort Worth
	“Legal Aid’s funding is stretched”
	10/11/04

	San Antonio Express News
	San Antonio
	“Need for assistance in civil cases unmet”
	10/19/04

	Online

	
KXAN-TV 36 (Austin)
	
	“Group Helps Fund Legal Aid to the Poor”
	9/08/04

	WFAA-TV (Dallas)
	
	“Legal aid system said to be in perpetual crisis”
	9/09/04

	KVUE-TV (Austin)
	
	“Legal aid system said to be in perpetual crisis”
	9/09/04

	Hoovers Online
	
	TEAJF Chairman Testifies at Supreme Court Hearing on Legal Aid
	9/09/04

	Forbes.com
	
	TEAJF Chairman Testifies at Supreme Court Hearing on Legal Aid
	9/09/04

	CNN Money
	
	TEAJF Chairman Testifies at Supreme Court of Texas Hearing on Legal Aid
	9/09/04

	Yahoo Finance
	
	TEAJF Chairman Testifies at Supreme Court of Texas Hearing on Legal Aid
	9/09/04

	Television

	KVUE (ABC)
	Austin
	News interview
	9/07/04

	KXAN (NBC)
	Austin
	Morning Show appearance
	9/07/04

	KTBC (FOX)
	Austin
	Live news interview
	9/07/04

	Univision
	Austin
	Live news interview
	9/09/04

	Radio

	KLBJ-AM
	Austin
	News interview
	9/08/04

	Lone Star Radio Network
	Statewide
	News interview
	9/08/04


