
Third National Meeting of Access to Justice Chairs 

Held in Conjunction with 2004 Equal Justice Conference 

Chairs of state Access to Justice commissions, bar committees with a broad Access to Justice charge, and other state Access to Justice leaders gathered together at the third National Meeting of State Access to Justice Chairs in Atlanta on April 16, 2004, to share their experiences, discuss challenges and concerns with their peers, and learn from experts in the field. The meeting, which took place on in conjunction with the 2004 Equal Justice Conference, was convened by the SPAN Access to Justice Support Project, a joint project of NLADA and the ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants (SCLAID).

This year’s meeting had the largest attendance of the three held so far. Almost 90 participants represented 37 states and the District of Columbia. In addition to chairs and members of state Access to Justice commissions and committees, participants included current or incoming state bar presidents, state Supreme Court Justices and other members of the judiciary, and other state leaders. Many of the volunteer leaders were accompanied by people who staff Access to Justice initiatives on a formal or informal basis, including state bar staff, bar foundation directors, state support program directors, and others.
Sixteen states currently have an Access to Justice Commission or similar entity—a formal, independent state-level body dedicated to expanding and improving civil legal assistance in the state, composed of appointed representatives of the bar, the courts, legal services providers, and other key constituencies—while nine more are considering or in the process of creating such a body. In another 24 states, a committee of the state bar or bar association or a some other body with a broadly representative membership performs a similar function. 

At the opening plenary, moderated by Sarah Singleton, Chair of the New Mexico State Bar’s Legal Services and Programs Committee and a member of SCLAID, participants heard remarks from the Hon. Juanita Bing Newton, New York’s Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives, LSC Board President Frank Strickland and President Helaine Barnett. In addition, Meredith McBurney, Director of the Project to Expand Resources for Legal Services (PERLS) presented an overview of current resources available for civil legal aid.

Small group sessions included discussions of “Do We Need a More Formal Access to Justice Structure in Our State” and “Statewide Coalitions and Communications to Support Legal Aid,” as well as a Deep South regional meeting. During two time slots, participants were able to attend Equal Justice Conference sessions, including the state funding roundtable and workshops on statewide pro bono policies and structures. 

A session on “Access to Justice Partnerships: Innovations and Successes,” moderated by Hulett H. Askew, Co-Chair of the State Bar of Georgia’s Access to Justice Committee, included presentations on Georgia Justice Builders leadership initiative, Oregon’s legal aid open houses, coordination of the delivery system in New Mexico, the new Mississippi Center for Justice, and joint technology planning between the Washington State Access to Justice Board and the courts. John Jones, outgoing chair of the Texas Access to Justice Commission, described the accomplishments of the Commission since its inception three years ago.

Meeting participants received the newly updated (April 2004) edition of Access to Justice Partnerships, State by State, a report prepared by the SPAN Access to Justice Support Project. The report is available on-line at www.ATJsupport.org. 

Save the date!


The 2005 National Meeting of State Access to Justice Chairs meeting is planned for May 6/7, 2005, in Austin, Texas, in conjunction with the 2005 Equal Justice Conference. The precise date and times for the meeting will depend on the structure of the Conference.











