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ORDER CREATING TASK FORCE ) ORDER
ON CIVIL EQUAL JUSTICE FUNDING )

) NO.25700-B~ r—I{» 12

By this order the Washington Supreme Court establishes the Task Force on Civil Equal
Justice Funding (Task Force). The Task Force shall exist for a period of one year from the date
of this order, subject to renewal by the court for additional periods of time as may be determined
by the court.

L ‘The Task Force shall consist of nineteen (19) members, including the chair. The=

members shall be appointed as follows: .

(A)  Two appellate court judges, one of whom shall serve as chair Mn
appointment by the chief justice;

(B)  Two trial court judges, one each recommended by the Supenor
Judges' Association and the District and Municipal Court Judge:
‘Association, who shall be appointed jointly by the chair and methber-chifr.
of the Board for Judicial Administration;

(C)  Two members appointed by the Access to Justice Board;

(D) Two members appointed by the Washington State Bar Association;

(E)  One member appointed by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC);

(F)  One member appointed by the board of the Legal Foundation of
‘Washington;

(G)  One member appointed by the Office of Administrative Hearings;

(H)  One member appointed by the governor of the state of Washington; Four
‘members, one appointed each by the Majority and Minority Caucuses of
both houses of the legislature;

(@  One non-attomey appointed by the chair and member-chair of the Board
for Judicial Administration, representing public leaders o representative
of low-income people who need but cannot obtain civil legal assistance;
One representative from the statewide staffed legal services programs; and

() One representative from the volunteer legal services program community.

I The term of each member of the Task Force, including the chair, shall be for one year,

subject o reappointment by the appointing authority.
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ML The Task Force may adopt rules for the operation of the Task Foroe, which shall be
consistent with the provisions of this order.
IV, The chair of the Task Force will schedule and preside at meetings of the Task Force and
shall provide reasonable notice to the Task Force members of such meetings. The Task Force
may elect to conference by telephone or any other electronic conferencing medium. One-half of
the membership of the Task Force shall constitute a quorum. The affirmative vote of not less
than one-half of the Task Force members of the Task Force shall constitute action by the Task
Force.
V. Members of the Task Force shall receive no compensation for their services as members
of the Task Force, but may be reimbursed for travel and other expenses in accordance with
regulations adopted by the Administrative Office of the Courts. The Administrative Office of
the Courts shall furnish staff services to the Task Force.
VI The purpose of the Task Force shall be to:
(A)  Oversec a comprehensive study of the unmet civil legal needs of poor and
Vulnerable people in Washington State, including the unmet needs of those
who suffer from disparate access barriers;
(B)  Develop an analysis of and rationale for long-term, sustained, and
permanent state funding for essential civil legal services for poor and
vulnerable people in Washington State;
(C)  Establish an appropriate level of funding for state supported civil legal
services needed to address identified unmet civil legal needs of poor and
vulnerable people in Washington State;
(D) Identify and propose strategies to secure long-term, sustained, and
permanent state funding needed to meet this need; and

(E)  Develop recommendations for the proper administration and oversight of
publicly funded civil equal justice services in Washington State.
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