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The American Council of Chief Defenders
A Unique National Forum of the Defender Community’s Top Executives,

Aimed at Exchanging Information, Brainstorming

Shared problems and Impacting Criminal Justice Policies
March 10, 12:00 p.m. – March 12, 1:00 p.m.

Four Points Sheraton

1201 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005

AGENDA

Monday, March 10

12:00 Noon

Registration and lunch

1:00 – 2:00
Introductions and Snapshot of what is happening in indigent defense around the country

2:00 – 2:30 
Using Data to Support Budget Increases: (a success story about how to persuade a conservative, pro-death penalty governor to make indigent defense a priority and put a significant increase in his budget for indigent defense in a tight budget year)

2:30 – 3:00
Break

3:00 – 4:00
State fiscal deficits and how to deal with indigent defense budget cuts: Consideration of an ACCD ethics opinion based on national standards and caselaw, explaining the ethical mandate to refuse to accept more cases than an agency has resources to competently handle (to help resist unwarranted cuts)

4:00 – 4:30 
Keeping the Spotlight on Gideon: Report on Communications Trainings and other events during the Anniversary Yeary

4:30 – 6:00
Policy briefing and discussion of strategies for legislative visits
Tuesday, March 11

7:30 – 8:30

Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 10:30

Policy briefing and discussion of strategies for legislative visits
Ron Weich, former counsel to Sen. Kennedy (Judiciary and Labor Committees), and now lobbyist for the Justice Project, the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and others; Jennifer Myers, Legislative Aide to GOP Rep. Ray LaHood, a lead cosponsor of the Innocence Protection Act
 11:00 – 5:30

Congressional visits

3:30 – 4:00
Discussion with Sen. Dick Durbin (confirmed), sponsor of public defender student loan forgiveness legislation


Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 11
5:30 – 7:00

Reception for Members of Congress and staff – The Capitol




H-137
Wednesday, March 12

7:30 – 8:30

Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 10:30
National Press Club Briefing on Gideon’s Unfulfilled Promise 
11:00 – 12:30           
Discussion of Funding and Other Indigent Defense Issues with Representatives from National Governors Association (NGA);


National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL); and National Association of Counties (NACO)


Nolan Jones, National Governors Association; Don Murray, National Association of Counties; Susan Frederick, National Conference of State Legislatures.

12:30 – 1:00

Wrap Up and Adjourn 
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