The Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender

Presents the…

11th Annual

Trial Skills Academy

2003

Comments from past participants:

“Training is specific and practical. Very productive. Top of the line instructors.”

 “In over 25 years of practice and a zillion schools, I’ve never seen a program organized and run in a more effective or useful manner.  

GREAT JOB!”

 “I learned something very helpful every day. I can’t say that for any other seminar I’ve attended.”

“Great opportunity to enhance skills, practice new techniques and get 

feedback about your work.”

May 12-16, 2003

Lake Lawn Resort

Delavan, Wisconsin
Registration deadline: April 12, 2003

Limited enrollment.  Register today!

Trial Skills Academy 2003

Trial Skills Academy is a one-week program, which provides intense, hands-on learning in a wide range of trial skills. In order to assure a quality experience, the program is limited to 64 participants. These participants are divided into eight small groups based on experience level. Small groups engage in mock voir dire, opening statements, direct examinations, cross examinations, and closing arguments. Citizens from the surrounding communities act as jurors and professional actors portray witnesses. In addition to small groups exercises, the Trial Skills Academy format includes lectures, demonstrations, and workshops by nationally renowned faculty. Skills taught can be applied universally, and are not specific to Wisconsin law. Trials Skills Academy is open to criminal defense lawyers at all experience levels. 
Program Agenda (tentative)
Monday, May 12th

9:30 – 10:00

Registration, Lake Lawn Room

10:00 – 10:15

Welcome: Goals, Format and Schedule, Faculty Introduction 

10:15 –11:15
Lecture: Developing the Theory of the Case

11:15-1:15
Small Group: Theory Exercise (box lunch to be provided)

1:30 – 2:30
Lecture: Persuasion and the Art of Storytelling


2:30 – 4:00
Small Group: Storytelling/Pre-opening Statement Exercise 

4:15 – 5:00
Lecture: Voir Dire

5:00 – 5:45
Lecture: Opening Statements

Tuesday, May 13th

8:30 – 11:30
Small Group: Voir Dire Exercise

11:30 – 12:00
Demonstration: Voir Dire 

12:00 – 1:00
Lunch on your own

1:00 – 3:30
Small Group: Opening Statement Exercise 

3:30 – 4:00
Demonstration: Opening Statement 

4:00 – 5:00
Lecture: Cross Examination

5:00 – 5:30
Lecture: Impeachment

Wednesday, May 14th

9:00 – 12:00

Small Group: Cross Examination Exercise

12:00 – 1:00
Lunch on your own

1:00 – 2:00
Small Group: Cross Examination - Impeachment Exercise 

2:00 – 2:45
Demonstration: Cross Examination 

2:45 –3:45
Lecture: Working with the Client: Whose Story is it Anyway?

3:45 – 4:45
Lecture: Direct Examination 

Thursday, May 15th

8:30 – 12:00
Small Group: Direct Examination Exercise

12:00 – 1:00
Lunch on your own

1:00 – 1:30
Demonstration: Direct Examination 

1:30 – 3:00
Workshops – Topics to be Announced

3:00 – 3:45
Lecture: Advanced Skills in Witness Examinations

3:45 – 5:00
Lecture: Closing Argument 

Friday, May 16th

8:30 – 12:00
Small Group: Closing Argument Exercise

12:00 – 12:30
Demonstration: Closing Argument 

12:30 – 1:00
Wrap Up

Faculty

Keith Belzer is partner in the law firm of Devanie & Belzer where he specializes in criminal law and civil rights litigation.  Mr. Belzer is a frequent national lecturer at various defense programs and faculty member of the National Criminal Defense College.  He is also an actor, director, and playwright.

Sam Benedict is Deputy First Assistant in the Waukesha Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender.  He teaches juvenile law at Marquette University Law School and is a frequent lecturer at Wisconsin State Public Defender training programs.

Cathy Bennett is the training director at the Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel Services.  She is a faculty member of the National Criminal Defense College and teaches advanced trial advocacy at Boston College Law School.

Yasmin Cader has worked as a staff attorney for the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice and for the Public Defender Service of the District of Columbia.  Currently, she is an assistant federal defender in the Southern District of New York.  She is a member of the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College.    

Robin Dorman is the First Assistant of the Waukesha Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender.  She has lectured at various CLE programs and taught at the Wisconsin Trial Skills Academy.

Gary Guichard is a supervising attorney of the Major Case Division for the Fulton County Conflict Defender Office in Atlanta.  He is a faculty member of the New York State Defender's Association Trial Practice Institute and National Criminal Defense College.

Abe Hutt  has been a criminal defense lawyer in Denver, Colorado for 18 years.  He is on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College and the University of Denver College of Law.  He defends everything from capital murder to DUI and his biggest claim to fame is three successful defenses of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson.
Kellie Krake is Legal Counsel for the Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender after previously serving as Director of Training and Development.   Ms. Krake teaches advocacy skills for the National Institute for Trial Advocacy.

Ronald Langford is an attorney at the Office of the State Public Defender.  He has taught the Criminal Defense Law Clinic at Marquette Law School as well as at the Wisconsin Trial Skills Program in past years.

Michele LaVigne is a member of the clinical faculty at the University of Wisconsin Law School where she directs the Public Defender Internship Program and teaches trial advocacy and substantive criminal law.  Ms. LaVigne is on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College.

Terry MacCarthy Jr. is a supervisor in the Cook County Public Defender’s Office.   He is on the faculty at the National Criminal Defense College and has lectured at various CLE programs, including for the Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.
Calvin Malone is an attorney at Federal Defender for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. Previously he was in private practice as a partner at Rebholz, Auberry &  Malone and was a staff attorney at the Wisconsin State Public Defender.  He is on the faculty at the National Criminal Defense College.
Craig Mastantuono is a former Wisconsin Public Defender now in private practice in Milwaukee.  He holds a law degree from DePaul/Chicago, and teaches undergraduate courses at Carroll College.  

Neil McGinn has been an attorney with the Milwaukee Trial Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender since 1978. He received his law degree from the University of California-Berkeley. He has taught for many years at the Milwaukee Area Technical College and is currently teaching in the clinical program at Marquette Law School.
Dean A. Strang is the Federal Defender for the Eastern District of Wisconsin after many years in private practice as a partner at both  Shellow, Shellow & Glynn and Fitzgerald & Strang.  He is on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College.

Collette Tvedt is a clinical law professor at Suffolk University in Boston, MA.  She formerly worked as a trial attorney and in the training division at the Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel Services.  She is on the faculty at the National Criminal Defense College.

Deja Vishny heads the Homicide Practice Group in the Milwaukee Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender and is an agency Training Coordinator.  She teaches Trial Advocacy at Marquette Law School and is on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College.

Tuition

Tuition for public defenders and attorneys certified to accept public defender appointments is $379.  Tuition for all other criminal defense attorneys is $579.  Tuition must be paid by check payable to “State Public Defenders Office”.  Credit cards cannot be accepted.

Registration

Registrations must be postmarked no later than April 12, 2003, and include full tuition payment. Registration confirmation will be emailed within two weeks of receipt of your registration. 

Online registration is available at the Wisconsin Public Defender website: http://www.wisspd.org/. Click on Training. Payment must be received within 3 days of online registration.
Continuing Legal Education

Wisconsin Continuing Legal Education Credit will be applied for and we anticipate approval. In 2002, 36 CLE credits were approved.

Cancellations

Should you find circumstances that do not allow your attendance at Trial Skills Academy after registration has been accepted, please call 608.261.8853 immediately to allow another the opportunity to attend.  

Refunds

Refunds, less a $25 processing fee, can only be granted for cancellations made before May 2, 2003.

Lodging

Lodging is available at the Lake Lawn Resort in Delavan, Wisconsin at the state rate of $62 per night for a single room and $82 per night for a double room. Please call 800.338.5253 to make your reservations. To receive the state rates, you must make reservations by April 12, 2003, and specify that you are attending Trial Skills Academy with the Wisconsin State Public Defender Office. To learn more about the amenities offered at the Lake Lawn Resort, visit their website at www.lakelawnresort.com. 

►For questions regarding Trials Skills Academy, please contact Sue Lalk at 608.261.8853 or via email at lalks@mail.opd.state.wi.us. The agenda and faculty are subject to change.

Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender

Trial Skills Academy 2003

Registration Form

Last Name






First Name

Organization

Office Street Address

                             City



State


Zip

Office Telephone:  area code 


Fax Number:  area code


Email address




State Bar Number

Monday’s box lunch:  I prefer vegetarian □


non-vegetarian  □

Experience Level

The following information is necessary in order to place participants in small groups.  Please complete this section to the best of your ability.

# of years in criminal defense practice:  _________________

Have you participated in Trial Skills Academy in the past?

  Yes (include date) □ _________________ No     □    

Date of last jury trial: ________________________________

Number of felony jury trials: __________________________

Number of misdemeanor jury trials: ____________________

Number of bench trials: _____________________________

Number of other jury trials: __________________________

Tuition: 
$379 Public defenders and attorneys certified to accept public defender appointments


$579 All other criminal defense attorneys

Please mail completed registration and tuition in the form of check made payable to “State Public Defenders Office” to:          
 Sue Lalk

Office of the State Public Defender

315 N. Henry St.

Madison, WI  53703

Email:  lalks@mail.opd.state.wi.us
Telephone:  608.261.8853

Registration deadline is April 12, 2003

Registration confirmation will be emailed within two weeks of receipt of your registration.
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♦  Sharpen your litigation skills


♦ Boost your confidence in the courtroom



♦  Learn from a nationally renowned faculty

Office of the WISCONSIN STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER

11th Annual

TRIAL SKILLS ACADEMY

♦
May 12-16, 2003

♦
Lake Lawn Resort

♦
Delavan, Wisconsin 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT.

REGISTER TODAY!






