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LIFE IN THE BALANCE 2003

TENTATIVE AGENDA---subject to additions, deletions and modifications

As of January 24, 2003

Please check back for updates.  The final agenda will be distributed on-site.

SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 2003

Mitigation / Investigation Track
7:00am to 5:00pm
Registration

7:30am to 8:30am       Continental Breakfast

8:30am to 9:30am       PLENARY SESSION: Keynote by Jill Miller 

                                    Triumphs and Challenges: The Future of Mitigation
9:30am to 10:30am     PLENARY SESSION

Investigating and Developing a Persuasive Claim of Mental Retardation

                                    
Presented by Mark Olive  

10:30am to 11:00am   Break

11:00am to 12:30pm   CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                            A.  Investigating Your First Case






Presented by Scharlette Holdman

                                            B.  Working with Your Client’s Family When Plea is Not an Option






Presented by Lori James-Monroe

                                            C.  Tools and Techniques for Preparing and Prioritizing the

                                                   Mitigation Case






Presented by Pamela Blume-Leonard

                                            D. Understanding the Client’s Life Behind Bars, and Its Implications

                                                   For Mitigation and Investigation






Presented by Carmeta Albarus-Rodney




         E.  Theme-Building For Mitigation Specialists: How to Persuasively 

                                                    Organize and Present Your Case






Presented by Malcolm Young




         F.  Discuss Your Own Case






Faculty to be announced. 

12:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
Early Registration for Litigation Track

12:30pm to 2:00pm     Lunch on your own.

2:00pm to 3:30pm        CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                            A.  Beginner’s Roadmap to Post-Trial Litigation






Presented by Ira Mickenberg

                                            B. Recognizing Symptoms of Depression, Bipolar and Other

                                                  Mental Disorders, and Strategies for Using This Information






Presented by Kathy Wayland

                                            C.  Contacting and Working With the Victim’s Family






Faculty to be announced.

                                            D.  A Short, Intensive Course on Interviewing, Part One






Presented by Marie Campbell and Lee Norton




         E.  Dealing With Your Client’s Religious Beliefs and Using

                                                   Religion-Based Resources to Build A Relationship With the

   Client and a Case For Mitigation






Presented by Melodee Smith




         F.  What Every Mitigations Specialist and Investigator Needs to

                                                   Know About Preparing to Testify and be Cross-Examined






Presented by Jeff Howard

                                            G.  Discuss Your Own Case






Faculty to be announced.

3:30pm to 4:00pm        Break

4:00pm to 5:30pm        CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                            A.  Social History Investigations






Presented by Kari Converse

                                            B.  Teamwork – Communicating With and Standing Up to Lawyers






Presented by Russ Stetler

                                            C.  Persuasive Report Writing – It Doesn’t Have to Look Like 

                                                   a Welfare Department Case Summary






Presented by Malcolm Young

                                            D.  A Short, Intensive Course on Interviewing: Part Two






Presented by Marie Campbell and Lee Norton




        E.  An Introduction to Personality Disorders for Mitigation

                                                   Specialists and Investigators






Faculty to be announced.

                                           F.  Abandonment Issues as Mitigation: Recognizing, Investigating,

                                                  And Raising Abandonment






Presented by Cessie Alfonso

                                           G.  Mitigation Investigations Outside the U.S.






Presented by Jill Miller

     

                   H.  Understanding Your Client’s Community and Living Environment

                                                    As a Mitigation Factor





          Presented by Pamela Blume-Leonard and Dr. Elizabeth Beck




        I.  Discuss Your Own Case






Faculty to be announced.

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2003

Mitigation / Investigation Track

and Litigation Track
7:00am to 5:00pm        Registration

7:30am to 8:30am       Continental Breakfast

8:30am to 9:15am       Welcome

Presentation of the Life in the Balance Achievement Award
9:15am to 10:00am     PLENARY SESSION: Keynote by George Kendall

10:00am to 10:30am   Break

10:30am to 12:00pm
Texas Jury Selection and Special Issue Practice, Part One





Presented by Carlos Garcia and Keith Hampton
10:30am to 12:00pm   PLENARY SESSION

Recruiting, Supporting and Providing Information to Private Firms about Pro Bono Capital Representation:  A Forum and Information Exchange





Presented by Robin Maher and Phil Wischkaemper
10:30am to 12:00pm     CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                           A.  Investigating Ineffective Assistance of Counsel Claims






Presented by Russ Stetler

                                           B. The Implications of Restored and False Memories for the Way

                                                    We Do Social History Investigations






Presented by Jill Miller

                                           C.   Refuting the State’s Claim that Your Client is not Mentally

                                                   Retarded.  Part One: Understanding the Science






Presented by Bruce Frumkin and Steve Richards

                                           D.  Taking Yes for an Answer: Validating the Client’s Life by

                                                    Persuading the Client to Accept a Plea






Presented by Carmeta Albarus-Rodney




       E.   The Basics of Mitigation for Lawyers






Presented by John Niland and Scharlette Holdman

                                           F.   Organizing Your Case






Presented by John Mauldin

                                           G.  Talk is Cheap: Cognitive and Language Disabilities






Presented by Nancy Cowardin




        H.  The Neuropsychologist as Part of the Defense Team






Presented by Dr. Robert Heilbronner

                                           I.  Reading, Understanding and Using DSM






Presented by Kathy Wayland




        J.  Litigating and Investigating Competency to Stand Trial






Presented by Ellen Blau




        K.  Investigating and Presenting Mitigation for the Juvenile Client:  

                                                   What Makes Kids Unique






Presented by Steven Harper




        L.  Addressing and Pre-Empting Improper and Unethical Arguments

                                                   by the Prosecutor 






Presented by Jodie English




        M.  Developing and Sustaining a Relationship With a Mentally Ill

                                                    Client






Presented by Katy O’Donnell




        N.  Discuss Your Own Case






Faculty to be announced.

12:00pm to 1:30pm     Lunch on your own.  

1:30pm to 4:00pm     Texas Jury Selection and Special Issue Practice, Part Two
1:30pm to 2:30pm     PLENARY SESSION




Eyewitness Identification and Memory





Presented by Elizabeth Loftus
2:30pm to 4:00pm     CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                           A. Investigating and Presenting a Mitigation Case in Military Trials






Presented by Adele Odegard, Henry Lazzaro and Jill Miller

                                           B. Death Row Assessments: Learning Disabilities, ADD, MR and

                                                    Other Maladies






Presented by Nancy Cowardin

                                           C.  Refuting the State’s Claim that Your Client is not Mentally

                                                   Retarded.  Part Two: Investigating and Cross-Examining the 

                                                   State’s Expert






Presented by Bruce Frumkin and Steve Richards

                                           D.  Turning Aggravators into Mitigators






Presented by Lori James-Monroe




        E.  Mental Health Evaluations: What the Attorney and Expert Must

                                                   Discuss






Presented by Mark Cunningham

                                           F.  The Effects of Addiction and Other Trauma on the Brain






Presented by Dr. Robert Heilbronner

                                           G.  Dysfunctional Families






Presented by Cessie Alfonso

                                           H.  Real Cases/Real Mitigation:  Dealing With Verdict Sheets and

                                                   Other Legal Aspects of Mitigation






Presented by David Ruhnke

                                           I.  Expert Testimony on Eyewitness Identification: How to Get it

                                                   Admitted, How to Prepare, How to Do the Direct, and How to

                                                   Neutralize the Cross-Examination






Presented by Elizabeth Loftus, George Castelle




        J.  The Relevance of Culture in Mitigating Gang Membership






Presented by Scharlette Holdman and Jack Early




        K.  Penalty Phase Cross-Examination of Surviving Family Members






Presented by Steve Lindsay




        L. Restorative Justice When Innocence Is Not An Issue






Presented by Melodee Smith

                                           M.   Execution Impact Evidence: What We Can Learn From Studies

                                                   of the Effect of Capital Sentences on the Families of Our Clients





          Presented by Pamela Blume Leonard and Dr. Elizabeth Beck




        N.  Discuss Your Own Case






Faculty to be announced.

4:00pm to 4:30pm    BREAK

4:30pm to 5:30pm     CONCURRENT LARGE GROUP SESSIONS
                                         A.  Investigating, Finding and Using Exculpatory Evidence: Creative 

                                                Uses of Brady and Kyles





Presented by Denise LeBoeuf

                                         B.  IQ, Psychological and Personality Tests: What They Mean and 

                                                  When to Use Them






Presented by John Niland

6:00 pm

Conference Reception

This reception provides an ideal opportunity to see old friends, meet new ones and network with your colleagues.  Please make plans to join us.

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2003

Litigation Track

7:30am to 5:00pm        Registration

7:30am to 8:30am       Continental Breakfast

8:30am to 9:00am       Announcements and Welcome

9:00am to 10:00am     PLENARY SESSION

                                            The 2001-2002 U.S. Supreme Court Term: Atkins, Ring, and

                                            More: What it Means and Where They’re Going.





Presented by John Blume
10:00am to 11:00am   PLENARY SESSION

                                            Objections and Preserving the Record in Capital Trials





Presented by John Holdridge
11:00am to 11:30am    Break

11:30am to 1:00pm      Constitutional Issues in Texas Special Issue Practice

                                             Presented by David Bottsford
11:30am to 1:00pm     CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                           A.  Jury Selection and Voir Dire, Part One






Presented by John Mauldin and Betty Niemi

                                           B.  Ineffective Assistance of Appellate Counsel






Presented by Ira Mickenberg

                                           C.  Making and Using Video Presentations in Your Mitigation Case






Presented by Jill Miller

                                           D. Miranda, Lies and Videotape, Part One: Competency to Waive

                                                    Miranda






Presented by Bruce Frumkin and George Sornberger




        E.  Recognizing and Refuting Sloppy Science and Lab Fraud






Presented by George Castelle

                                           F.  Violence Risk Assessment at Capital Sentencing, Part One: The 

                                                      Research and the Science






Presented by Mark Cunningham

                                           G.  Developing a Persuasive Theory of Defense at the Guilt/ 

                                                   Innocence Phase






Presented by Steve Lindsay

                                           H.  Understanding Trauma and its Implications






Presented by Lee Norton




         I.  What Jurors are Thinking About: An Overview of Empirical

                                                  Studies About How Capital Jurors Consider Instructions, 

                                                  Perceive the Defendant and Evaluate Evidence






Presented by John Blume




         J.  Litigating Issues of Forcible Medication






Presented by Ellen Blau  




        K.  Understanding and Litigating DNA Cases Even If You Are Not a

                                                    Microbiologist






Presented by Kari Converse




        L. The Basics of Brain Function for Non-Scientists: How to 

                                                   Understand it and How to Explain it to Jurors






Presented by Stephen Harper




        M.  Discuss your Own Cases






Faculty to be announced.

1:00P.M. to 2:30pm      Lunch on your own.

2:30pm to 4:00pm      Objections to Punishment Charge in Texas Special Issue Practice

                                             Presented by John Wright
2:30pm to 4:00pm        CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                           A. Jury Selection and Voir Dire, Part Two






Presented by John Mauldin and Betty Niemi

                                           B.  Direct Appeals Forum: Balancing the Need to Persuade With the

                                                 Need to Raise Everything






Presented by Terry Harper and Ira Mickenberg

                                           C.  Litigating Ring Issues: If Your State Doesn’t Let the Jury Decide






Presented by Mark Olive

                                           D. Miranda, Lies and Videotape, Part Two: False Confessions and

                                                    Coerced Confessions






Presented by Bruce Frumkin and George Sornberger




        E.  Digital Demonstrative Evidence in the Penalty Phase






Presented by Mark Cunningham

                                           F.  Violence Risk Assessment at Capital Sentencing, Part Two:

                                                     Litigation Tactics and Strategies






Presented by John Niland

                                           G.  Integrating and Reconciling the Themes and Tactics of the 

                                                   Innocence/Guilt Phase With those of the Penalty Phase






Presented by Jodie English

                                           H.  Litigating Issues of Trauma: Strategy and Tactics






Presented by Denise LeBoeuf




        I.  Using the Illinois Governor’s Commission Reforms as a Basis for

                                                   Motions, Cross-Examination and Other Trial Techniques






Presented by Steve Richards and Jeff Howard

                                           J.  Mental Retardation Revisited: Recognizing Indicators of MR






Presented by Nancy Cowardin

                                           K. An Introduction to the Military Justice System and Military

                                                  Capital Trials






Presented by Adele Odegard and Henry Lazzaro




       L.  Presenting Mental Health Evidence Without Experts






Presented by Russ Stetler

4:00pm to 4:30pm        Break

4:30pm to 5:30pm      CONCURRENT LARGE GROUP SESSIONS
                                            A.  Plea Negotiations






Presented by John Holdridge

                                            B.  Penalty Phase Closing Argument






Presented by Kendall Hill
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2003

Litigation Track
7:30am to 8:45am       Continental Breakfast

8:45am to 9:00am       Announcements 

9:00am to 10:15am     PLENARY SESSION

                                            Understanding the State’s Expert Pathologist





Presented by Dr. Warner Spitz
10:15am to 11:45am   CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS (Choose from the following sessions)

                                           A.  How to Voir Dire on Race






Presented by Jodie English 

                                           B.  Religion and the Bible in Capital Trials: Stealing the State’s

                                                   Thunder






Presented by Kendall Hill

                                           C. Reverse Daubert: How to Defeat the Prosecutor’s Efforts to 

                                                     Exclude Our Expert Testimony






Presented by George Sornberger

                                           D. Cross-Examining the State’s Pathologist/Medical Examiner






Presented by George Castelle




        E.  Interviewing and Establishing a Relationship of Trust With 

                                                  Your Capital Client






Presented by Marie Campbell

                                           F.  The Neurobiology of Violence and Aggression: Understanding the

                                                     Science and Developing Litigation Strategies






Presented by John Niland

                                           G.  Update on Mitigation Concepts from the Department of Justice






Presented by Mark Cunningham

                                           H.  Recent Developments in Federal Habeas Corpus






Presented by Mark Olive

                                           I.  Clemency






Presented by Katy O’Donnell

                                           J.  Refuting Claims of Anti-Social Personality Disorder






Presented by Kathy Wayland




        K.  Opening Statements at the Penalty Phase






Presented by Steve Lindsay




        L. Motion Practice for Appellate Lawyers






Presented by Terry Harper

11:45am to 12:00pm
Break

12:00 pm to 1:30pm    PLENARY SESSION and Closing
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