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	State
	Bill Number
	Agency
	Eligibile Attorneys
	Assistance Provided & Eligibility Requirements
	Restrictions

On Legal Assistance
	Funding 
	Student/ Recipient, Bar & Legal Aid Representation

	CA
	AB 935
	Student Aid Commission
	-- civil legal aid lawyers

-- prosecuting attorneys

-- public defenders

-- other attorneys as determined by the commission
	-- grants limited to $15,000 per year for a maximum of five years per participant

-- loans may not be renegotiated with lenders to accelerate repayment

-- eligibility criteria shall include:

-- demonstrated commitment to public interest law

-- applicant’s financial need

-- societal demand for type of legal services applicant will provide

-- applicant interest in practicing in geographic areas with high need for public interest lawyers

-- scholastic achievement

-- applicant must apply first to other loan repayment programs 


	None.
	-- Funding not provided for in legislation 

-- $10 million state appropriation being sought separately


	-- Bar and legal services representatives on advisory committee.  

-- No explicit student/ participant or public defender representatives. -- Three representatives must be from law schools.


	CT
	HB 7020
	State Loan Repayment Assistance Board
	-- attorneys employed by federal, state, local or Native American tribal governments

-- attorneys employed by 501(c)(3) and other non-profit organizations

-- attorneys employed by a legal services organization
	-- annual limit of $4,000 in benefits per participant 

-- program will repay undergraduate and law school loans

-- repayment provided for up to ten years

-- participant must contribute between 6% and 10% of their annual income towards loan repayment

-- income cap of $40,000 (with annual cost of living adjustments)

-- applicant must be a graduate of a law school in Connecticut

-- applicant must not be entitled to loan repayment assistance from another program


	None.
	No funding provided for in legislation.
	-- Student, civil legal services and nonprofit representatives on board.  

-- No explicit provision for bar or public defender representatives.

	IL
	HB 3563
	State Treasurer
	-- assistant state's attorneys

-- assistant appellate prosecutors

-- public defenders

-- assistant appellate defenders 

-- non-supervisory legal aid attorneys

-- assistant attorneys general
	-- annual limit of $3,500 in benefits (limit adjusted annually for inflation)

-- five year benefit limit 

-- stipend reimburses participants for education costs, even if attorney has no outstanding loans

-- participant must remain in job at least one year after receiving a stipend 

-- participant must have been employed as an eligible attorney for two years prior to applying


	None.
	Bill directs the General Assembly to make appropriations for annual stipends.
	The legislation creates no new commissions or boards.


	MD
	HB 397
	State Scholarship Administration
	-- persons employed by a 501(c)(3) or (c)(4) organization

-- persons employed by state or local governments, excluding judicial clerks
	-- limit on total benefits to individual participant’s will be set by the administration (based on income and educational debt)

-- program will repay undergraduate loans, graduate law and medical loans

-- income caps are to be set by the administration

-- priority shall be given to persons who:

-- have graduated within the last three years

-- reside in-state

-- are employed full-time

-- provide legal or nursing services to low-income residents 


	None.
	Governor’s FY 2002 budget included $1.51 million for the Loan Assistance Repayment Program.
	The legislation creates no new commissions or boards.

	NY
	A 4330
	Division of Criminal Justice Services
	--  assistant district attorneys

-- public defenders
	-- annual limit of $3,400 in benefits

-- program provides benefits only during the six-year period between a participant’s third and tenth years out of law school

-- loan repayment funds will be disbursed at end of each year a participant qualifies for benefits

-- program will repay undergraduate and law loans

-- other forms of loan repayment assistance will be applied to reduce the amount of state loan repayment benefits
	None.
	Funding not provided for in bill.
	The legislation creates no new commissions or boards.


	TX
	HB 2323
	Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
	-- public defenders

-- civil legal aid attorneys 
	-- benefits will not exceed 50% of a participant’s law school debt

-- ten year benefit limit
	Employer must be barred from providing representation in class action lawsuits.
	Funding not provided for in legislation
	Board is authorized to create an advisory committee.

	
	SB 792
	Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
	-- persons currently employed by the state as lawyers


	-- board will set maximum annual repayment assistance 

-- five year benefit limit

-- program will repay undergraduate and law school loans

-- applicants must have completed one year of employment as an attorney for the state
	None.
	
	Board is authorized to appoint an advisory committee from outside its membership.

	WA
	SB 5336*
	Higher Education Coordinating Board
	-- civil legal aid attorneys

-- assistant attorneys general

-- assistant prosecuting attorneys

-- public defenders

-- other categories may be approved by the board


	-- grants limited to $15,000 per year for a maximum of five years per participant

-- participants must complete one year of service for each year of loan repayment

-- penalty equal to twice the amount of loan repayment assistance received if participant fails to meet required service obligation (unless failure is due to circumstances beyond participant's control)

-- program criteria may include:

-- demonstrated commitment to public interest law

-- applicant’s financial need

-- societal demand for type of legal services applicant will provide

-- declared interest to practice law in rural areas

-- scholastic achievement

-- loans may not be renegotiated to accelerate payment
	None
	Legislation bars state funds from being appropriated for the program. 
	-- Bar representative on advisory committee.

-- No explicit provision for student/ participant or legal aid representatives.


This chart is based on the most recent versions of the aforementioned bills which were available as of April 20, 2001.  The chart provides only a summary of the main provisions in each bill.  For a complete and precise description of the proposed programs, interested persons should refer to the text of each bill.  "Agency" refers to the state entity that is charged with administering the program.  "Restrictions" refers to provisions barring participants or their employers from engaging in certain types of legal activities or representing certain types of clients.  "Student/Recipient, Bar & Legal Aid Representation" refers to whether a bill provides for representatives of law school students, program participants, bar associations and civil and criminal legal aid organizations to be appointed to a public body, including advisory committees, which will oversee or administer the program.  For further information, please contact Craig Siegel at the Brennan Center for Justice at (212) 998-6322, or at craig.siegel@nyu.edu.

* A companion bill, HB 1978, is virtually identical except that it would allow the program to receive funds appropriated by the legislature.





