
ISSUES

1) Privacy – Criminal Records
A. Used to discriminate against ex-offenders seeking employment, housing and etc.

B. Easily accessible with basic information (name, social security number, date of birth).

2) Employment Barriers
     A. Conviction creates employment barriers

i. Federal Statutes: e.g. airport security, armored car crews, jobs in employee benefit plans.

ii. State Statutes: e.g. jobs involving children or vulnerable adults, Pennsylvania Older Adult Protective Services Act – employment denied if convicted for doing one of several criminal offenses (e.g. drugs, robbery, indecent exposure).

iii. Discrimination based upon employment history even though not relevant to position

     B. Conviction Barrier to Occupational Licenses

         (e.g. auto body repair businesses, legalized  

         games of chance businesses

3) Housing Barriers
A. Conviction bars from entering subsidized housing facilities and federally assisted housing programs.
B. Lack of financial resources and references to secure housing in private market.
a. No funds for security deposit.

b. No employment or housing references.

4) Loss of Public Benefits
A. Ineligibility for TANF, SSI and Food Stamp benefits 

i. Felony drug conviction ban

ii. Ineligibility for ongoing problems with criminal justice system

iii. Conflicts with benefit work requirements


POLICY ADVOCATING AREAS

1) Privacy – Criminal Records
     A. Updating criminal records

i. Sealing or expunging criminal record

ii. Pardons

iii. Correct errors in record

     B. Restricting release of criminal record    

          information 

i. Records available only with consent

ii. Reinstate obsolete period for Fair Credit Reporting Act

2) Employment Barriers 

      A.  Restricting release of criminal record    

            Information.

B. Enforcement of anti-discrimination laws that restrict use of criminal history records in employment decisions.

C. Enforcement of race discrimination claims under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act – criminal record disparate impact. (See 1990 Equal Employment Opportunity Commission policy statement)

D. Employer Incentives

i. Federal bonding programs

ii. Tax credit programs

3) Housing Barriers 

      A.  Require public housing authorities to 

evaluate on case-by-case basis and to consider rehabilitation and other mitigating factors.

4) Loss of Public Benefits 

      A.   Rather than just allowing states to opt out 

via legislation, remove felony drug conviction lifetime ban on TANF and Food Stamp benefits.

B. If eligible, only bar from public benefits if crime related to public assistance, such as public assistance fraud.  

C. Mediate conflicts between court-ordered mandates for parole and child welfare with benefit programs’ work requirements.


ISSUES (continued)

5) Medical and Substance Abuse Treatment Barriers
A. High incidences of medical problems (HIV and AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis C), substance abuse and mental illness in the prison population
6) Child Welfare System Barriers
A. Conviction as ground for termination of parental rights.

B. Barrier to paying child support obligations when returning from incarceration and seeking reunification.

C. Prevention of placement asfoster or 

adoptive parent if convicted of certain crimes.

7) Barrier to Higher Education 

A. Conviction for possession or sale of controlled substances can create ineligibility for federal financial aid.

8) Immigration Obstacles
A. Past convictions by legal residents can be grounds for removal upon reentry into the country.

B. Legal residents who are aggravated felons can never become citizens.  Restricts ex-offenders ability to reunify family because they can’t bringing relatives from abroad to the US.

9) Loss of Voting Rights
A. In more than 12 states, convicted felons lose the right to vote indefinitely. 


10) Mandatory Post-Release Registration 

A. Most states have mandatory sex offender registration at local police departments.

B. Lifetime registration requirement applied in many states.

C. Registry often published and readily available to general population. 


POLICY ADVOCATING AREAS (continued)
5) Medical and Substance Abuse Treatment Barriers
     A.   Expedite enrollment in Medicaid and 

community health care systems upon reentry.

B. Access to medical treatment for rehabilitation (i.e. drug and alcohol abuse treatment).

6) Child Welfare System Barriers 

      A. 
Conviction only grounds for termination of 

parental rights when underlying crime related to ability to care for child.

B. Child support relief and/or child support debt forgiveness when enforcement conflicts with family reunification.

C. Require case-by-case evaluation of eligibility as foster or adoptive parent rather than automatic denial because of criminal record.

7) Barrier to Higher Education  

     A.   Repeal or clarification of Higher Education 

Act so that applies to students already receiving federal aid when convicted.

B. Remove permanent ineligibility guidelines.

8) Immigration Obstacles 

     A.   Legislative reforms with case-by-case 

determinations to waive deportation.

B. Legislative reforms to allow case-by-case determinations to permit ex-offender legal residents to become citizens.

9) Loss of Voting Rights   

A. Legislative reform to remove permanent loss of voting rights and allow rehabilitation certificate to reestablish voting rights.

10) Mandatory Post-Release Registration 

A. Legislative reform to remove permanent registration requirements and allow case-by-case evaluations to discontinue registration requirements.
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