Mississippi Center for Justice Incorporates, Sets Direction 

The Mississippi Center for Justice held its first board meeting as a Mississippi nonprofit corporation on June 18 in Jackson, Mississippi, and elected former Mississippi Supreme

Court Justice Fred Banks to lead its initiative to create a public interest law firm committed to statewide racial justice and antipoverty advocacy.

Prominent Mississippi trial lawyer and former Chancery Court Judge Isaac Byrd provided the initial funding for the effort and committed to launch a fund-raising campaign to tap the resources now available within Mississippi to support this effort.

While the center will resume the statewide legal support to anti-discrimination and antipoverty activists once provided by civil rights and legal services support groups, a big difference will be that the center will be Mississippi’s first home-grown, home-owned organization created for this purpose.

The center will work closely with civil rights and legal services organizations, community groups, private lawyers and others in the state who share the goal of recreating a statewide capacity for impact advocacy. Carol Blackmon of CB

Enterprises & Associates in Jackson is providing staff support to the center during its development phase. 

NLADA/CLASP Project for the Future of Equal Justice staff members Camille Holmes and Martha Bergmark have provided technical assistance and support.

