STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN TEXAS
Access to justice is a fundamental right.

Access to justice means access to all forums in which legal rights are determined.



A key element to access to justice is an educated citizenry who have a basic understanding of their rights and the legal system.

Meaningful access to justice requires the removal of impediments within the justice system.

Access to justice is dependent on the availability of affordable legal representation.

Adequate public and private funding is necessary to support legal representation for low income persons.

Affordable legal representation must be available for moderate income persons.

The legal profession has a special duty to assure that access to justice is recognized as a fundamental right.

Professionalism, as it relates to assuring access to justice, should be instilled and promoted within the legal profession.

Law schools should endeavor to instill in students an awareness of and commitment to their special responsibility to access to justice.

Professionalism requires support of access to justice activities, including volunteer legal services to the poor and contributions to programs that provide legal services to the poor.

Commitment to access to justice within the legal community is necessary to enhance the public’s trust and confidence in the profession.

Access to justice can be attained only if sufficient resources are allocated to the justice system and used effectively.

Scarcity of resources compels coordination and innovation in the access to justice community to assure appropriate allocation.

The legal profession must work in partnership with community leaders, the press, educators, elected officials and the public to ensure their support for access to justice.

The judiciary’s support in improving access to justice is critical.
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