Colorado

Access to Justice Structure

The Colorado Access to Justice Commission was created in the fall of 2002 with the approval of the Colorado Supreme Court at the request of the Colorado Bar Association. The Commission consists of 20 members, of whom 18 have been appointed: ten by the Colorado Bar Association, four by the Supreme Court, and one each by the Legal Aid Foundation of Colorado, the Colorado Lawyer Trust Account Foundation, Colorado Legal Services, and the President of the State Senate. Appointments by the Governor and the Speaker of the House have not yet been made. The Colorado Bar Association provides a staff member for the Commission.

Key Initiatives

Funding 

In 2003, the Access to Justice Commission’s Resource Development Committee went through a long-range planning process and selected two priority areas for its work: increasing support from Colorado’s congressional delegation for funding from the Legal Services Corporation and maintaining and increasing funding for domestic violence victims from the state legislature. These initiatives were selected because they were not the focus of any other entity, despite their importance to legal services in Colorado. Both are long-term projects. 

Since 1999 the state legislature has appropriated funding for civil legal assistance to domestic violence victims. From an initial level of $250,000, the appropriation increased to $500,000 in 2003, but its continuation is in serious jeopardy due to the state’s fiscal crisis. 

Pro Bono

The Access to Justice Commission’s Pro Bono Committee is working with judges, attorneys and pro bono coordinators in local judicial districts to create local committees to address access to justice issues, with a primary focus on pro bono representation. Six local committees are currently up and running and the Commission expects that others will be created in the remaining areas of the state by the end of 2004. The local committees will provide annual reports to the Commission and share information and ideas with one another.

The Commission’s Education Committee is exploring a variety of issues relating to pro bono, including:

· requiring a specific number of qualifying CLE hours be in substantive areas where pro bono work is especially needed

· reducing or waiving CLE fees in those areas

· expanding course offerings relevant to those areas

· crediting pro bono case hours toward meeting CLE minimum requirements (subject to limits)

· creating a "master calendar" on the Colorado Legal Services Web site to list programs and opportunities for those interested in performing pro bono work
· developing a model in-house legal department policy, to encourage in-house counsel to participate in pro bono services programs
· increasing pro bono opportunities and training for law students and faculty.
Access to Courts

The Commission’s Courthouse Committee works with the Colorado Supreme Court and State Court Administrator to improve access to the courts and find ways to ease the burdens on court staff caused by substantially reduced funding for Colorado's court system. Areas of activity have included training for Family Court Facilitators, developing Web-based judicial forms and instructions, and convening a pro se summit that brought together stakeholders involved in pro se issues in the Denver Metro Area to review the resources available and discuss how unmet needs can be addressed. The Commission and the Colorado Bar Association are exploring ways to educate lawyers about the needs of pro se litigants.  

