The six new terrorism offenses created by New York Anti-Terror Laws signed by the Governor September 17 are: 

1. Crime of terrorism. A person is guilty of this offense when he or she commits a "specified offense" with intent to accomplish one of the following three goals: 1) intimidate or coerce a civilian population; 2) influence the policy of a unit of government; or 3) affect the conduct of a unit of government. 

A "specified offense" is any class A felony (other than a drug offense), any violent felony offense, manslaughter in the second degree, criminal tampering in the first degree, or an attempt or conspiracy to commit any of the specified offenses. 

If the specified offense is a class B, C, D or E felony, the punishment shall be one category higher. For example, a person who commits Assault in the first degree, a class B violent felony (punishable by up to 25 years in state prison) with the intent to intimidate or coerce a civilian population will be subject to a class A-I felony sentence (punishable by up to life in state prison.) If the underlying specified offense is itself a class A-I felony offense, then the minimum punishment must be life imprisonment without parole. If the specified offense is murder in the first degree, a sentence of death is authorized. 

2. Making a terrorist threat. A person is guilty of this offense when he or she threatens to commit a crime of terrorism (see #1 above) and thereby causes a reasonable expectation or fear of the imminent commission of such offense. This offense is punishable as a class D violent felony, with a sentence of up to 7 years in state prison. 

3. Soliciting or providing support for an act of terrorism in the first degree. A person is guilty of this offense when he or she solicits or provides material support or resources in New York, with a value in excess of $1,000, and intends that such will be used in any phase of committing, concealing, or escaping from an act of terrorism, regardless of where the act of terrorism was committed or intended to be committed. This offense is punishable as a class C violent felony offense, with a sentence of up to 15 years in state prison. 

4. Soliciting or providing support for an act of terrorism in the second degree. This offense covers the same pernicious activities as the second degree offense (see # 3 above), without regard to the value of the material support or resources. This offense is punishable as a class D violent felony offense, with a sentence of up to 7 years in state prison. 

5 . Hindering prosecution of terrorism in the first degree. A person is guilty of this offense when he or she renders criminal assistance to a person who has committed an act of terrorism that resulted in death, knowing or believing that the person has engaged in such conduct. A person "renders criminal assistance" when he or she harbors or conceals a terrorist, provides a terrorist with money, transportation or a weapon, or suppresses physical evidence, among other types of assistance. This offense is punishable as a class B violent felony offense, with a sentence of up to 25 years in state prison. 

6. Hindering prosecution of terrorism in the second degree. This offense covers the same activities as the second degree offense (see # 5 above), without regard to whether the act of terrorism resulted in the death of another person. This offense is punishable as a class C violent felony offense, with a sentence of up to 15 years in state prison. 

Revision to the Death Penalty Statute 

The legislation will also amend the death penalty statute to make a person who intentionally murders another person in furtherance of an act of terrorism eligible for the death penalty. Under current law, the commission of such a heinous murder is not a sufficient basis for the death penalty. 

Falsely Reporting an Incident and Placing a False Bomb 

1. Enhancing penalties for those who falsely report an incident. Under the new law, a person who falsely reports a bomb threat in any public building will be treated as a violent felon subject to up to seven years in state prison. 

2. Enhancing penalties for those who place a false bomb. Under the new law, a person who places any device that appears to be a bomb but is not in fact operational in any public building will be treated as a violent felon also subject to up to seven years in prison. 

Eavesdropping and Video Surveillance Warrants 

To further enhance public safety, the legislative package adds the new crimes that are created by the terrorism bill, as well as falsely reporting an incident and placing a false bomb, to the list of designated offenses that enable law enforcement authorities to obtain eavesdropping or video surveillance warrants. 

